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Breathing Life into Service Ask Fabrício Oliveira about his native Brazil, and he’ll tell you 
it’s the lungs of the world. An evergreen canopy rimmed in turquoise shoreline. He’s from a 
small municipality there, the son of fabric merchants with entrepreneurial vigor in their 
blood.  
 
By age 18, Fabrício was already part of the family business. He would focus on his studies 
during the week and travel dutifully for work over the weekends. For such a young man, 
Fabrício was driven and focused on results.  
 
“I’ve always done things early,” he recalls with a smile.  
 
At just 22 years old, the spirited entrepreneur became a happily married man. He and his 
wife Amariles had both grown up in the village of Catolé do Rocha, where, despite the   
region’s tropical climate, Fabrício Oliveira was proving to be a man for all seasons.  
 
He was already having professional success—he had a number of business deals under his 
belt and more on the table. He was experiencing civic success—he had received several  
appointments to public office. Yet, something was missing for Fabrício.  
 
Until one evening in 1985. At the time, Fabrício and Amariles were part of a group of 
friends who would gather on weekends for different social events. Some of these friends 
were already Lions members and before long, they asked the Oliveiras to join their local 
club. “We couldn’t say no,” he admits. “These were our close friends. And I saw something 
special in Lions, and an opportunity to give back to the community that had been so good to 
me.” It was a gesture as simple as an invitation that brought Fabrício Oliveira and his wife 
to Lions, once and for all. “So I became a Lion. And that’s how everything started,” 
Fabrício recollects. The call had been answered. A commitment to  service set in motion. 
Now, it was time for the man from Catolé do Rocha to take what he’d learned so far from 
life and apply it to a new kind of work. His work as a Lion.   
 
Watch “Make Your Mark” video https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H29CWTpKEXg 

2024-25  

International            
President            

Fabrício Oliveira  
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WHERE THE HEAD GOES THE BODY GOES 
 
As we prepare for our new Lions year in 5M9, we sure do have 
some big audacious goals in front of us to achieve and July is 
already in the rearview mirror.  Which leaves us with 333 days 
that will be filled with fun and exciting service projects, to meet 
new people and do cool things! 
 
Have you ever heard of the saying, “where the head goes, the body goes?”   
Here is the foundation to the concept: 
The mind is a very powerful machine and there are 3 basic disciplines that show up in our day 
to day lives: 1. Perception 2. Action 3. Will.   
What we tell ourselves, our body will follow.  How cognizant are you in what you tell yourself 
every day?  Is it filled with positive affirmations or just the opposite?  No matter the obstacles 
that we encounter every day, we need to have the mindset to turn every obstacle into an ad-
vantage.  So, whenever any situation crosses our path, that seems like a big audacious hurdle, 
facing and dismantling the obstacles is the action that we need to take. 
 
Our district goals have been set for a fabulous year together as I am sure your club goals that 
you have set, are just as fabulous!  All our goals are realistic and achievable.  If at any point, the 
goals seem to feel like they can’t be done, just look in the mirror – because the person you see, 
is the one who can make the goals into a reality.  Go look in the mirror right now.  Who do you 
see?  I would like to introduce you to the person responsible for the 14 words on the list below. 
It’s YOU! 

 

 
 

When you wake up each day, click on the link below. This will fill your cup with the best posi-
tive affirmation to assure a “make it happen” kind of day! 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qR3rK0kZFkg 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qR3rK0kZFkg


Page 3  

1st Vice District Governor Cathe Picek  

“Changing the World” 

by being a  

Lion! 

Get ready to Grow and Serve more People! 

2024-2025 Lions International President Fabrício Oliveira’s theme is “Make Your Mark” and he 
believes “Lions can inspire and empower communities through collective action and individu-
al commitment.” 

“Make Your Mark” by working with your Membership Chairs on a development plan with new 
ways to attract new members. Invite them to help and join in on your service and fundraising pro-
jects. Show them your “lionism” and share with them your passion for Lions. 

To learn more about the Membership Chairperson’s role and responsibilities click on the link be-
low: 

Nurturing a Culture of Growth: MISSION 1.5 Summit Learning Path [EN] (litmos.com) 

 
“Make Your Mark” by working with your Service & Project Chairs on a plan to market your 
club?  Does your club have a brand? A way to identify your club and show your community what 
service projects and fundraising projects your club participates in for the benefit of your communi-
ty?  

Resource Center | Lions Clubs International  – enter Marketing in the Search area and then on that 
page click on: Marketing Campaign Planner 

If each of us would take 15 to 30 minutes a day and use the Lions Portal, it would benefit all Lions. 
If you have questions or need help with the Lions Portal, please contact anyone of use. We’re here 
to help YOU be successful! 

“Make Your Mark” in whatever you do and whenever you can! 

1st VDG Lion Cathe 

 

https://lionslearningcenter.litmos.com/home/LearningPath/307522?r=False&ts=638572683852473614
https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/resources-for-members/resource-center
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Lions of 5M9! 
 
Well, our Lions year is underway! Where did the month of July go? I feel like we just started and boom its 
now August, almost.  
 
I know you are all kicking off your Lions year as well. There are many new things to learn and look      
forward to for those of you who are in new officer roles and even those of you who have been in your 
roles in the past. As Lions we never quit learning.  
 
I am very excited to come and visit clubs as a part of the district leadership team. DG Denise, 1st VDG 
Cathe and I have split up the district again and we have zones assigned to us. All 3 of us will share the 
same message. I was asked to do the officer installation for a couple of clubs the beginning of the month 
and it was a blast to visit those clubs. I love meeting new people and doing cool things! 
 
One of my roles as 2nd VDG is to work with the zone chairs. The zone chairs are currently working on get-
ting dates together for the Zone fairs. This year they are going to look a bit different. We are having only 2 
zone fairs in the district. Zones 1-4 and 5-8 are working together to plan these events. When we get the 
dates set, they will be passed on. Please encourage your club members to attend and visit with the projects 
and get them signed up to visit your clubs to share all their great information with you!  
 
Again, lets all meet new people and do cool things this year! 
 
2nd VDG Sheri   
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Jake Jacoby-Vergas Lions 
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Evie Ladd-Palisade Lions 
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Evie Ladd-Palisade Lions 
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5M9 Club Secretaries 

Important MCAR Reporting Update 

To all 5M9 Club Secretaries, 

At the July 28, 2024 5M9 District Cabinet meeting a vote was taken and passed to 
discontinue the 5M9 Club Activities Monthly Report. This came in response to   
input from many club secretaries who expressed their dislike of the redundancy of 
having to submit two reports each month. As a result of this action, the 5M9     
District Governor’s Contest will also no longer continue in the future. 

The importance of each club’s secretary and/or service chairperson to report    
membership changes and activities on the Lion Portal continues and is even more 
important. It was learned that several 5M9 Clubs were only reporting to 5M9. PDG 
Jamie Huttunen, our 5M9 Global Service Chair, was reviewing their 5M9 Club  
Activity Reports to enter those club’s activities to the 5M9 District services report 
on MyLion, now the Lion Portal. Our reporting of service on the Lion Portal      
directly impacts the support and recognition our district receives from the MD5M 
and LCI. 

Reporting on the Lion Portal looks a little different than what we are used to but it 
also has several advantages. Please take the time to watch the training videos that 
are available directly from your club account page.  

A copy of the transcript of the “How to Create and Report Service” was provided 
in the club secretary training manual. You can also contact Lion Evie Ladd if      
assistance is needed. evieladd.5@gmail.com 

Lion Evie Ladd 

5M9 District Administrator 
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Evie Ladd-Palisade Lions 
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Bruce Beck Presidents Award 

Lion Steve Curtis—Cormorant Lions 

 
Evie Ladd-
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Lions. 1st place Eric Johnson                

2. Myra Eastman                                        

3. Bob Keepers 

 

Zone 2 Sherry Whipple 
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Park Rapids Lions participated in the 
4th of July parade  
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Parkers Prairie Lions 2024 Athletes of the Year President Terry Zimmerman and Lion Derek Denny           
presenting Female Athlete of the Year to Johahna McKeown.  Lion Derek Denny presenting the Male Athlete 
of the Year to David Revering. 
  
The Awards are Earned by not only their Athletic Ability, but their Academic Achievements as well. 

McGregor Lions celebrated their Charter Night 
Anniversary, Monday, June 17. District         
Governor, Linda Albrecht-Norby, was guest 
speaker and awarded a Melvin Jones Award to 
Lion Bruce Johnson for his work in distributing 
Holiday Gift Vouchers for families in the 
McGregor Area.  New Officers were also sworn 
in that evening. 
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The Pillager Fair took place on July 11th, 12th and 13th and the Pillager Lions helped up in serving food on 
Friday night the 12th (first picture).  We also had a horseshoe contest on Saturday the 13th with 6 win-
ners.   Todd and Kody took first place, Larry and Mitch took second and Jigger and Heidi took third. 
The Pillager Lions also had a float in the parade on 
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Benedict Laporte Lions Jail restoration project by 
Lions Keith Littis and Shelly Jacobsen worked many 
hours the past 3 years to restore the Laporte jail. 

 
Margaret Renskers, 40 

years member, and 

Cheryl Miller, post 

names of folks being 

honored by friends do-

nations to The Tree of 

Life project. All money 

collected by Benedict 

Laporte lions goes to 

Laporte EMS/Lakeport 

Firefighters. Nearly 

$1500. Has been col-

lected this year. 

OSAGE LIONS BEGIN CONSTRUCTION 
OF PICKLEBALL COURTS 
The Osage Lions have begun construction of 
two pickleball courts at the Osage Lions 
Park.  The concrete has been poured and the 
fence posts have been placed.  The next steps 
include completing the fence surround and ap-
plying the sealer and court paint.   The pickle-
ball courts will be a great addition to the 13-acre 
park and to the Osage Community  

The Osage Lions hosted a Vitalant blood drive on 

July 11.  There where 19 donors.  Pictured L-R at 

the intake table are Lions  Larry Frehse, Vicky 

Hanson, Millie Wilson and Art Yliniemi.  
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Omega Leo Clubs are tailored for young adults between 18 and 30 years old. 
This track encourages the personal and professional development                    

of young adults.  
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District 5M9 Youth Outreach Scholarship  

application 2024-25 is now available! 

Our college students are home on their summer breaks and now is the best time to let 

them know about the District 5M9 Youth Outreach Scholarship. This scholarship is 

now also available to 2-year and graduate school students who are working towards de-

grees that will lead to working directly with youth. 

The scholarship application is available to download on the 5M9 web-

site:  www.lionsof5m9.org .  You can print the cover letter that instructs the students on 

how they can access the fillable application form or print the entire scholarship to dis-

tribute to potential applicants. Keep a few copies available for your club members to 

reach out to any eligible college students in your community. 

http://www.lionsof5m9.org
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Learning Opportunities 



 

1987  
A LOOK TO THE PAST  

by 5m9 Historian Lion Zelda Novak 
 

The Lions Club International voted over-
whelmingly Saturday to lift immediately its 
70-year-old ban on female members in 
1987.  The presence of women should add 
new life and vitality to Lions Club               
International,” said the service organization’s 
president, Brian Stevenson, of Calgary,     
Canada. “The problems of the world are too 
serious to limit their solution to only half of 
our population.” 

Women had been barred from the Lions Club 
since its formation by a Chicago business 
group in 1917. Officials said women were 
kept out because so few were in business 
when the organization began.  

Of the 5,100 delegates who voted Saturday, 
77% voted in favor of an amendment to the 
constitution removing the stipulation that 
members be male. The measure takes effect at 
once. It grants invited women full              
membership rights and privileges, including 
the right to vote and hold office in the club, 
which has 1.35 million members in 162  
countries. The vote came on the last day of 
the Lions’ 70th international convention in 
TaipeiIt's hard for me to imagine Lions Clubs 
without women, we have so much to offer. 
The first woman District Governor I remem-
ber meeting was DG Annett Contos back in 
2007.  I met her at a mid-winter convention at 
Craguns sponsored by the Verndale Lions 
Club. PDG Peter Van Erp was the Vice Dis-
trict Governor that year.Do you have a story 
from the past that you would like me to 
share?  Email me zeldanovak530@gmail.com 
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Press Ctrl and click the link 

https://forms.gle/ESzCHJZNV5C5p6Ah7   

 Clubs Chartered Years August 

CATHE GATEWAY- MENAHGA 9/21/1978 46 8/5/2024 
CATHE AKELEY 3/6/1975 50 8/13/2024 
DENISE BRAINERD LEO OMEGA CLUB 8/19/2024 0 8/19/2024 
CATHE CAMPBELL 12/22/1975 49 8/26/2024 
CATHE ELIZABETH 12/18/1985 39 8/26/2024 
DENISE NISSWA 12/26/1972 52 8/26/2024 
CATHE RIVERSIDE  FF 9/13/1982 42 8/26/2024 
CATHE ROTHSAY 6/18/2015 10 8/26/2024 

DG Team Club Visit Schedule  

Name Zones 

DG Denise Marie 1, 2, 3, 5 

1st VDG Cathe 4, 7 

2nd VDG Sheri 6, 8 

Governor Club Visit Request Form Follow Link 
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How to submit an article 
Please submit material for these sections. by the 15th of each 
month for the following months newsletter.  
 
I would  like to publish your most recent community service 
and your upcoming fundraisers, in which Lions from other 
clubs could, perhaps, participate. 
 
Submit pictures, flyers or text.  In photos please put names of 
who is in it.  When possible, send photos in jpeg format and 
articles as a word document. Use of a pdf is also acceptable. 
 
Contact me for assistance or with questions  
Submit to: 5m9newsletter@gmail.com 
Sue Stebbins editor  

 Yvonne  

5M9 Service Journal 

 

 

 

 
This publication is of, by, and for 

the Lions, & Leos of District 5M-9 
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Sheri Greenwaldt 
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Cabinet Secretary                        
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lionlarissahynes@gmail.com          
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