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Wild Game Feast in Wolf Lake

Linda Albrecht-Norby

5M9 District Governor

Leading Lions To A Healthier Future

By Matthew Johnson,

Review Messenger

About 250 people enjoyed a

variety of mouth-watering wild

game all the fixings during the

Wolf Lake Lions Wild Game

Feed on Saturday, October 16,

at the Wolf Lake Lions

Community Hall.

Folks of all ages gave free-

will donations for the privilege

of savoring a wide variety of

wild game--the menu included

everything from venison pre-

pared many different ways to

elk, halibut, salmon and wild

fowl including pheasant, goose

and turkey. Families took

advantage of the balmy fall

weather to enjoy the savory

meal, complete with wild rice,

corn, squash, flat bread, and a

variety of beverages and

desserts.

“We were pleased with the turnout, “ said Wolf Lake

Lions Vice President Tom Mickelson. Lions Treasurer Dean

Mickelson said those who dined were very generous with

their free-will donations, which added up to $1,380. THe

proceeds will all be going to local community projects.

Raffle tickets were sold for a dollar apiece and raffle win-

ners did not need to be present to win. Jack Drestch of

Frazee won the top prize of a Remington rifle. Second prize

went to Sam Husnik of the Twin Cities area who won a

ladies 24k gold Italian-style bracelet. Third prize, a muzzle-

loader, went to Jody Simi of Menahga. Pat Stanton of

Zimmerman took home the fourth prize of $250.

“It was a very successful evening, it was great!” Dean

Mickelson said.

Paul Ramsay is the current president of the Wolf Lake

Lions.

Many people enjoyed wild game cuisine Saturday, October 16, during the Wolf

Lake Lions Wild Game Feed held at the Lions Community Hall.
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As I sit at the computer this early crisp morning, I’m watching the
snowflakes dance across the sky. There is a freshness in the air and a
blanket of untouched snow on the ground. It is quiet in the house and
I just put a couple of logs on the fire. The coffee is on and as I sit here,
the ideas begin to enter my head. It’s a whirlwind of thoughts. Where do
I start and what should I address first. My first thought, is being thank-
ful for the love I have of my family and the wealth of friendship I have
in the Lions Organization. It is surprising that the beginning of a New
Year is upon us and that six months of our year have flown by! I want
to thank all the Lions, Lioness and Leos of 5M9 for a wonderful year of
serving you all. Our travels have taken both Jay and myself many places
and we have learned so much about the clubs we serve. We are looking
forward to traveling the rest of this year and visiting the remainder of
the clubs. If you haven’t booked a date with me, please let me know as
soon as possible.

With the start of the New Year comes many resolutions to do things
different in the coming year. With that in mind, I would like to invite you
to attend the Mid- Winter Convention at Breezy Point. Whether you are
a seasoned veteran or a first timer, there will be something for everyone.
The committee has worked hard to present an outstanding Mid-Winter
program for all of you. Come meet our International Director Lion Dr.
Gary Anderson and Lion Cheryl this weekend. The line up of programs
are great! We will have seminars by Lion Jim, Carol and Thomas
Johansen about Diabetes, Executive Secretary Lion Bob Harms about
his Baja hearing device for Hearing Foundation, Lion Dr. Armand
Radke what’s new in Eye Care for LEHP and of course the Membership
team will be doing a seminar on Orientation and Retention at the am
session. So come one and all to the 5M9 Mid-Winter Convention, Jan.
14-16, 2011. It will be worth your while, we’ll have a few surprises and
it will be a great winter get-a-way of fun!

With the New Year can come new ideas for what your club is think-
ing of planning for projects for the year. Make you club know in the
community with a signature project that’s unique for your club and com-
munity. When this project is held, everyone in the community will know
that it’s their hometown Lion’s club sponsoring it. What better way to

start a new idea, with the new year ahead. Remember to get these proj-
ects in the 5M9 Newsletter and on the website, along with your local
newspapers to promote your community event. The District Governor
would like to know as well as the rest of the Lion’s in 5M9. So Promote
your clubs!

The MD5M Regional Leadership Institute will be held on April 7-10,
2011. We have 6 applicants already registered with 4 more waiting in the
wings. This is an educational experience you won’t forget. Thank you all
for stepping up to the platform to join the Leadership Express!!!!! These
students will not only return to your clubs as resources, but our future
leaders down the pathway of service. Welcome Aboard!

With the end of the year comes thoughts of remembrance and
thanks for a year of success. We are thankful that we lost no life, when
the tornadoes hit the Wadena and Almora areas this summer. We are
greatful for the hard work and commitment of the Lions of 5M9. The
donations of clothing, boots, socks and bedding helped those who
needed these basic items at a time of need and hardship. Thank you so
very much Lions!!!!! The fund raiser for Project New Hope with the
Mustang give-a-way and golf tournament that has helped bring new
retreats and find new sights to help our combat vets and their families
beyond our District of 5M9. But the dream started here and it contin-
ues to grow nationwide. At the end of this year, we of course wish to
remember those Lions who have passed on. We remember their helping
hands and unending hours of time donated for our motto, “We Serve”.
I have had the pleasure to attend many of these fellow Lions funerals. I
may not have known them personally, but I knew them as individuals
who served as Lions in their communities. At this time, please send your
thoughts towards the families and help them greet each new day with a
glimmer of hope for a better tomorrow.

Happy New Year!

District Governor Linda Albrecht-Norby

Linda Albrecht-Norby

5M9 District Governor

A Happy 2011 New Year to all the Lions of 5M9, MD5M and the world!



“Walking
the path”

HAPPY NEW YEAR!!! I want to see all of you at our GREAT 5M9 Mid-Winter Convention

at Breezy Point January 14-16. Let’s Explore the Lore when Lions Roar together. I am hosting the

Honors Breakfast and would love to have a full house. Come hear International Director Gary

Anderson and I impart words of wisdom. Well, at least words of wisdom from I.D. Gary; I will

just do the imparting. Any Lion, Lioness, or Leo who has received a Melvin Jones, Helen Keller,

Dream Catcher, or any other Lions Program award is invited to the Honors Breakfast. Please join

us and jump start your Saturday morning at convention while I.D. Anderson & I “HONOR” you!

“Moving right along”…Let’s get on with some of the regular Lions business news. December

and January are International President Scruggs ‘Relieve the Hunger’ campaign months. I know

that MANY clubs have already done a special project on relieving hunger. If your club hasn’t,

please try. January is Glaucoma Awareness month in Lions. Has you club done a health awareness

project yet? District Governor Linda’s Pathway to Service theme would like to see every club do a

special project to help your community’s health awareness. Please include glaucoma screenings in

your proposed project.

January 13th is Melvin Jones Birthday, ‘Woot-Woot’, sing Happy Birthday at your club meeting,

have birthday cake and balloons. Celebrate the founder of the Lions organization and the great idea

he had in starting Lions Clubs. January 13-19th is Lions Club International Foundation (LCIF)

Week. Recently, we all received in the mail an invitation from LCIF regarding a personal one-time

or an ongoing donation to LCIF. What a great way to work towards a Melvin Jones or Progressive

Melvin Jones award. Just this past year, LCIF donated in Minnesota to Wadena for the tornado

damages; and to three southern districts in 5M for flood relief last fall. LCIF needs help to replen-

ish funds given out worldwide this past year. I’m just asking you give it some serious thought.

Now let’s turn our sights looking towards this new year. Has anyone else noticed that

MemberSHIP, ends in Ship! Captain, has your crew had their membership drive event yet? The

gales of potential members are blowing. The sails are full. No one is swinging from the ‘yard- arm’

yet (I hope). The winter months tend to be our quieter months with fewer service activities and

projects and the snow birds are gone. Recruiting new crew members to your compliment is the task

at hand. The Park Rapids club just held their membership drive by hosting a Wine & Cheese event.

It was well attended and we will be seeing new members joining the Park Rapids Lions Club.

And now, I must close as my brother is coming up to go ice-fishing with me. Fresh crappies for

supper sounds ‘almost’ as good as Lutefisk… but different!

Catch ya on the Water,

VDG Bruce
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“Catch’n the Lunker”
1st Vice District Governor

Bruce Beck

January 2011
7-9 5M5 MWC Brooklyn Park
7-9 5M6 MWC Bloomington
12 New York Mills Lions visit
14-16  5M9 Mid-Winter Conv -

Breezy Point Resort
14-16 5M7 MWC Bloomington
19 Deer Creek Lions visit
21-23 5M1 MWC Austin
24 McGregor Lions visit
28-30 5M4 MWC Willmar

February
3 Perham Lions visit
4-6 5M5 MWC St. Cloud
4-6 5M10 MWC
9 Pine River Lions visit
11-13 5M2 MWC Mankato
14 Nisswa Lions visit
18-20 5M13 MWC Swan River
18-20 5M3 MWC Redwood Falls
21 Verndale Lions/Lioness & Aldrich Lions
28 Lake Park Lions visit

March
5 Underwood Lions/ Lioness visit
14 Parkers Prairie Pride of Lions visit
19 Council of Governor’s
28 Breckenridge & Campbell Lions visit

April 
7 Backus Lions visit
7-10  MD5M Regional Leadership 

Institute, Mahnomen
11 Guthrie-Nary Lions visit
12 Palisade Lions visit
16, 17 & 18 DGE training
19 Aitkin/Aitkin Riverboat Lions visit
21 Zone 5 mtg
25 Baxter Lions visit
26 Ottertail Lions visit
29 Council of Governor’s Mankato
April 29 - May 1 MD5M Convention -
Mankato

May
17 Longville Lions visit
24 Bay Lake Area Lions visit

July
4-8 Lions International Convention -
Seattle, WA

September
22-24 USA/Canada Forum

Anchorage, Alaska

Important Notice
The following amendment is submitted to Article 5. Finances Section 1. of the INTERNA-

TIONAL ASSOCIATION OF LIONS CLUBS DISTRICT 5M-9 CONSTITUTION AND

BY-LAWS.

Purpose- To increase the amount of dues paid annually to the 5M-9 Administration fund from

$4.00 to $5.00 Effective for the 2011-2012.

Whereas the overall cost of our District 5M-9 for Operations has increased significantly over the

past years with no additional funding the District Cabinet is hereby requesting the approval of

this dues increase.
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Let it snow, Let it snow. That’s what we have heard on the news a lot

lately but right here in Bluffton we have been real lucky and haven’t got-

ten much of the storms and snow. But that’s O.K. with us. We will have

a white Christmas and that’s all we need. By the time everyone reads this

news letter we will be into our new year 2011 Gosh, where did 2010 go?

I’m not sure but we will be ready for the New Year.

Thinking ahead in 2011 brings our Mid-Winter Convention January

14-16th. We hope to see many of you there with us at the convention.

Stop by our hospitality room and enjoy some soup with us. I would

appreciate your support and vote as I will be running for the 1st VDG

position. There will be some great seminars again at the convention.

There are always a few surprises so come and see what they might be.

Has your club had a Project Chair come and give a program at your

club meeting??? If not, WHY not. We have GREAT project chairs who

would love to come and tell you all about their project. Call one up and

ask them to come to your meeting.

In January each club should be thinking of their new slate of new

officers so they can present them to the membership in February so that

they can have your election in March or early April as International says

you MUST have your elections before April 15th. You then need to send

your PU 101 to our new DGE Lion Bruce and myself so we can get

them off to our MD5M Executive Secretary. If any secretary needs any

help in filing the PU 101 PLEASE give me a call and I will gladly help

you do your report.

One thing I would advise each club secretary is to do an update on

all of your members. Please check that their address, phone numbers, e-

mails addresses, spouse’s names, birth year are all filled in, current and

correct in each member file. Again if you need any help I am here to

assist you, just give me a call.

Next spring will be our College Of Leadership which has been held in

Wadena for many years. I have not heard a date or place for it yet but keep

your eyes open and ears to the newsletter so see where and when it will be

held. This is always good for all new officers of your clubs to come to, ask

questions and learn about their new position in your club. Car pool and get

a car full of Lions. Also encourage  your other  members to come. They

would learn what the officer’s duties are all about and for another year

would be more willing to accept the leadership role in your club.

My page is getting full and it’s getting late so guess I will sign off and

hope to see all of you at the Mid-Winter Convention. Have you been

stitching and sewing together those hours of SERVICE to our fellow-

men?  Did you remember that January is still “Relieve the Hunger”

Campaign? How many of us have gone to bed hungry? Just think what

we could do if every Lion Member gave a dollar or two  to your local

food shelf!!! Offer to donate some time and help at your local food

shelf. These hours can count as Community service hours. What a great

service to your community. Think about it.

Until the New Year.

2nd VDG/ZCA Lion Margaret   

St i t ch in g  t o g e th e r
th e  n ews  o f  5M9

2nd Vice District Governor

Margaret Van Erp

Fergus Falls Marching Band

is going to Seattle

The MD5M District Governors and the 1st Vice District

Governors are requesting that each club support the

Fergus Falls, MN Marching Band on their trip to the

International Lions Convention in Seattle, Washington

July 5, 2011. Our goal is $15,000.00 to help the marching

band with expenses. We are asking each Lions club to

donate $50.00 for the marching band. Checks should be

made out to “Fergus Falls Marching Band” and mailed to

“Executive Secretary Bob Harms at 72530 CSAH 27,

Dassel, MN, 55325-2804.”

The Fergus Falls Marching Band, 115 young marchers

strong will lead our delegation for the International Lions

Convention in Seattle. The marching band will appreciate

your donation.

PCC Keith Johnson, MD5M Parade Consultant

626 Turnberry Lane, Litchfield, Minnesota

Dear Lions Club Membership:
On behalf of the City of Detroit Lakes (City) and baseball players and

parents of Detroit Lakes, I am requesting the Lion’s Club donate $3,000

towards the construction of a picnic shelter at Washington Ballpark.

The City will provide the labor to construct the shelter. The American

Legion Campground has donated $3,000 to be used to enclose one end

of the shelter for storage and to serve as a concession stand. We need

funds to complete this project. The shelter will be available to all base-

ball teams who use the ballpark and will be especially appreciated dur-

ing the four day American Legion baseball tournament held each year

during Water Carnival.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact us.

Thank you for your support!!

Kim Fuhs, baseball fan & parent  218-847-5505

Roy Estes, City of Detroit Lakes  218-234-6458
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Perham Lakes Lions awards and service

The Lakes Lions/Perham got into the Spirit of Christmas recent-

ly when they took on the service project of wrapping gifts free for

the customers at Pamida Perham. Wrapping gifts 5M9 District

Governor Linda Norby, Don Hendrickx, Rosie Altstadt and Alana

Herrmann.

Above: Diabetes Chair Lion Len Johnson presented Lion Tyler

Krumweide with the Diabetes Foundation Dream Catcher Award.

Below: District Governor Linda Norby presented Don Hendrickx

with the Youth Outreach Award.

PDG Peter Van Erp presented Can Do Canines Co-chair Lion

Bonnie Genin with the Top Dog Award.
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Cass Lake Lions active

“Boots for Kids” clothing drive

The dust has settled from the tornadoes that did

extensive damage on June 17, 2010 to the

Wadena area. The Cass Lake Lions club is con-

ducting a “Boots for Kids” clothing drive.

Annual Lion’s Club Turkey Dinner

Lions members Gene and Natalie Hassert prepared the stuffing at the Cass Lake

American Legion for the annual Lion’s Club Turkey Dinner. Nearly 100 meals

were served at the Cass Lake Lions annual Turkey dinner in Cass Lake. The

profits from the meal will be directed for local Lions Club projects.

‘Flipping cakes’

Left: Cass Lake Lions member,

Leonard Tompkins, kept busy

last Sunday making pancakes

for the crowd during the Cass

Lake Lions Pancake Breakfast

at the Senior Citizens Center in

Cass Lake. Approximately 60

people were served during the

three-hour meal.

The tradition continues For over 50 years the Cass

Lake Lions have had a tree in the City of Cass Lake dur-

ing the Christmas season. This year is no exception, the

lights and the star were put on the tree.

Treats for Tots a big success on Halloween

The costumes came in virtually every kind of imaginable at  the annual Treats for Tots event

sponsored by the Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe. This laundry man costume at the Cass Lake

Lions table was definitely one of a kind and certainly not one found in stores
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Deer Creek Lions

helped with a Habitat

house in rural

Deer Creek.

Deer Creek Lions hi-lights

The Deer Creek Lions donated funds for the  WADENA-DEER

CREEK STATE CHAMPIONSHIP VOLLEYBALL sign; which

will be on display at the Deer Creek Lions’ wayside shelter in Deer

Creek along with the STATE FOOTBALL AND STATE BASE-

BALL CHAMPIONSHIP SIGNS.

Russ Martinson received the Melvin Jones award for Deer Creek.

Pictured are President Steve Techam and Russ.

The Parkers Prairie Lions Clubs donate to the local Food Drive.

PP Pres. Steve Dobratz and PP Pride Pres. Nancy Bunde present-

ing checks to help out.

Parkers Lions help the food drive

The kids who attended the Christmas free matinees in Perham,

were treated to candy bags which were donated by the Lakes

Lions of Perham. Pictured handing out the treats are Lions Sue

Dykstra and Marky VandeStreek.
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Laker Lions President John Reed, of the Emily

Outing, Fifty Lakes Club went to Franklin School in

Mankato to read to several classes. Five classes actually.

President John’s daughter is the PTO President and his

grandchildren attend Franklin School. Accompanied by

his K9, Na Tvshka (Choctaw for Woman Warrior) he

read the book Officer Buckles and Gloria. It is the story

of Officer Buckle who goes to schools to present safe-

ty tips. The children slept through his presentations

until he was joined by his K9 partner Gloria.

The children loved having President John and Na

Tvshka visit them and read to them. Of course

President John knows it was the case of a cute friendly

dog and the old ugly guy. This is the same reaction that

President John got when as Emily Police Chief he visit-

ed the school in Emily with Na Tvshka to read to the

students and to teach the DARE Program.

When President John went to the Language Learning

Center classroom he surprised some of the children.

Several said they were from Kenya. John responded “Jambo”, which is

Swahili spoken in Kenya for hello. Their eyes widened in surprise at

hearing him say hello in their language. President John later found out

they were really from Somali but had gone to refugee camps in Kenya as

small children and only had memories of Kenya.

Two girls from China introduced themselves. Only one spoke any

English. The other had just been adopted and had only been in this

country for several weeks. President John said “Ni Hao”, hello in

Chinese. Their eyes also lit up in surprise and joy at being greeted in their

language.

The children loved having President John and Na Tvshka read to

them. Their Teacher has since told President John the children are still

talking about the “Police Dog.”

District Governors Approved Friendship Ventures Endorsement

and we are

Now partners serving people with disabilities in our communities

Announcing our Partnership’s First Annual Project

The Month of May beginning 2011 MD5M Lions Clubs will

declare a Fund Raising Project “Friendship Weekend” to support

Programs and Facilities managed by Friendship Ventures. Sites

include Camp New Hope - McGregor, Camp Friendship Annandale,

and Eden Wood Center - Eden Prairie.

With help and direction of Friendship Ventures, ideas and plans

for Funding Raising Projects will be put in place. Planning, promo-

tion, and publicity ideas for your club will be provided.

Clubs may select their own successful fundraiser or select from a

list of projects provided. Set your date in May, call us with the date,

we will record your date and begin plans for promotion. You are wel-

come to visit and tour any of our facilities to witness our programs

and how Lions have served Friendship Ventures programs in the

past.

Participation and proceeds from your event to “Friendship

Weekend” will add points to your Club becoming Friendship

Ventures “Lions Club of the year” in your District.

You will receive a letter this November to help you plan your

Project Date with lists and details of project Ideas. You may contact

us anytime for more information. Also, your Mid- Winter Convention

will have complete information and materials at Friendship Venture’s

display booth with a representative there to help you.

This project is designed to reflect a commendable partnership to

serve many deserving people with disabilities in your community.

Friendship Ventures will provide your Club with the number of indi-

viduals needing these complex and meaningful services in your area.

Thank You

When you need something done ask a LION.

Contact: Lions John L. Warner or Jen Engen at 952-852-0127 or 612-

202-7197

Email: jwarner@friendshipventures.org

Laker Lion Reader

In the front row - left to right: Edman Oyet (Sudan); Ikran Awil (Somalia); Debora

Aballa (Sudan); Zee Abdalla (Somalia); Fatuma Ali (Somalia); Abdikafar Ali

(Somalia) Back row - left to right Fatuma Adam - paraprofessional from Kenya;

Dhuha El-Hamida (Iraq); Kainian Kotulski (adopted from China); Li Chen

(China); Katie Schultz - ELL teacher; Kamel El-Haidari (Lebanon); and Abdiaziz

Awil (Somalia).

Breakfast is served

The Deer Creek Lions held their annual pancake

breakfast on Sunday, October 23rd. The money raised

went for the Lifeline’s that the Lions provide.
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Join Us at the 

“Bend in the River”
92nd MD5M Convention

April 29, 30,May 1, 2011

Verizon Wireless Center, Mankato, MN

Hosted by 5M2
Greetings Multiple District 5M Lions, Lioness, and Leos:

You are invited to join us at the “Bend in the River” in Mankato, Minnesota for the annual Multiple 5M convention from

April 29 until May 1, 2011. A weekend of information, fun, meals, entertainment, and dancing is planned. Guests are welcome.

Early registration for the hospitality book goes until March 1, 2011 for $86.00 (USD). After March 1, the hospitality

book is $93.00 (USD). There is no charge for the Friday night mixer, which includes snacks, cash bar, and music by the

Rock’in Hollywoods. Individual meals on Saturday and Sunday can be purchased separately. A registration form is available

on the 5M Multiple website at www.lionsmd5m.org, or in the 2010-11 5M Multiple directory.

Hotel registration will use a separate form from the the convention registration form and can also be found on the

Multiple 5M website. The main hotels are the Mankato City Center Hotel and the Hilton Garden Inn, both of which are

connected by skyway to the Mankato Verizon Wireless Convention Center. The Mankato Best Western Hotel and the

Holiday Inn Express are alternate hotel sites and will offer shuttle service to the Convention Center. Special room rates

will apply for reservations made before March 29, 2011.

Lions project tables and tables for pin traders are $25.00 (USD) per table. Contact PDG Mike Vos to reserve a table at

mike@vosconstruction.com, or by calling 507-326-5852.

Registration for the Council of Governors will begin on Thursday evening, April 28. Registration and credentials will be

available Friday and Saturday. Friday evening there will be a memorial service honoring past Lions. The Friday night mixer

and entertainment follows the memorial service. Saturday there will be the business meeting, Lions seminars, and the ban-

quet followed by entertainment. A raffle room will be open Friday and Saturday. The weekend concludes with Sunday

brunch with a featured speaker.

If you have questions, please contact MD5M Convention co-chairs PID Maynard Rucks (king70@frontiernet.net, 507-

964-2733) or Lion Nancy Mathwig (nmathwig@hotmail.com, 507-964-5765).

Dear Lion,

I once heard an African proverb that I will forever remember: the

best way to help someone in need is to wipe their tears. Lions, we do this

every minute of every day! Our hands are helping those in need, and the

compassion in our hearts is wiping their tears. One way we are doing this

is by improving the health and education of children worldwide.

Just last month, Margit and I were in Ethiopia and Madagascar to

help launch our Lions-Measles Initiative pilot programs. In these coun-

tries Lions helped vaccinate nearly 10 million children. This is truly sen-

sational!

Did you know that measles is the leading cause of vaccine-preventa-

ble deaths in children? Over the next three years, 1.7 million children will

likely die from this disease, which also causes blindness. Lions, we can

and we must stop this! 

At a health center in Imersituska, a rural village in Madagascar, I met

Marie Louise Razafindrazanana, who brought her nine-month old son,

Patrick, to be vaccinated. She knew all too well the dangers of measles,

as she lost her daughter to the disease. I truly felt I was wiping her tears,

but she gave me something in return - a smile of hope and gratitude.

Her story echoes those that I heard in Ethiopia. But these mothers know

that we Lions are giving their children hope for a long, healthy life.

Lions have long been committed to improving quality of life for chil-

dren. Another way we do this is by improving their education and pro-

viding them with vital life skills. In meeting with government officials in

both countries, they pledged their full support to the measles program.

But they were also very interested in starting Lions Quest in their coun-

try.

Like so many other leaders worldwide are realizing, Lions Quest can

and should be a key component to improving the general well being of

our youth. Government can't do this alone. It takes all of us working

together to really make an impact.

Moments like these also make me realize the significance of what

our Foundation does for people in need, but there is so much more we

can do. Please, Lions, let's continue to give hope to our youth for a

healthier and brighter tomorrow by wiping away tears through our

Foundation!

With cordial regards,

Eberhard J. Wirfs

Chairperson, LCIF

Letter from Eberhard Wirfs, LCIF Chairperson
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Jim will be our Leader Dog

for the Blind speaker at the

Mid-Winter Convention.
Retirement didn’t mean sitting back

and slowing down to Jim Platzer, it

meant getting involved in new endeav-

ors. Jim and his Leader Dog “Maddy”

became partners while at Leader Dog or

“Holidog Inn” as he refers to it in 2005.

“We did a lot of walking during our

training in Rochester,” he explains. “It

wasn’t until we had been together for

quite a while that we hit the track.”

Now they are regulars at the Parkview

YMCA in Fort Wayne, Indiana. “Most

of the time I run by myself on the tread-

mill, usually 5-6 miles, 3-4 days a week,”

says Jim. “But then I’ll harness up

Maddy and we’ll do a fast walk on the

track with a few bursts of light jogging

thrown in. She really likes it.” When the

weather is nice, Jim runs outside with a

friend. For safety, they tether to each

other with a length of surgical rubber

which allows them freedom to move

separately but together.

But membership at the YMCA wasn’t

enough for Jim, he is now on their board

of directors and facilitates “Journey to

Freedom,” a faith-based program for

making change in your life. His volun-

teerism expanded when he joined the

Shoaff Park Lions Club, where he will

be the 1st Vice President in 2009-2010

and also the Leader Dog trustee for the

state of Indiana.

In 2006, Jim founded the Ft. Wayne

Chapter of Foundation Fighting

Blindness (FFB), an organization that

raises funds for research to find treat-

ment, prevention and cures for retinal

degenerative diseases. He was intro-

duced to FFB by another Leader Dog

graduate who is active with the organiza-

tion in Washington DC.

Recently, wanting to give back to

Leader Dog, Jim began speaking on

behalf of LDB at Lions Clubs and other

social organizations. He is also a mem-

ber of the Lions Advisory Committee

where his unique experience as a Leader

Dog graduate gives fresh perspective to

the group.

Though many people view retire-

ment, or loss of sight, as an end to their

active lifestyle, Jim has never seen it that

way. He continues to find new things

and new people to bring into his life to

keep it fun, fulfilling and meaningful.

Photography by Dean Musser

Jr./The Journal Gazette, Fort Wayne,

Ind.

Just Joining In Isn’t Enough

Left: Jim and Maddy break into

an easy jog several times during

the course of their walk.


