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Please Welcome Ardie Klemish International Director
To Our5M9 Mid-Winter Convention!
Ardie Klemish from Anita, Iowa, USA, was elected to serve a two-year
term as a director of Lions Clubs International at the association’s 100th
International Convention held in Chicago, Illinois, USA, June 30 through
July 4, 2017.
Director Klemish is a retired
banking and insurance compliance officer.
A member of the Adair Lions
Club since 1999, she has held
many offices within the association, including club president, district governor and
multiple district GLT coordinator.
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In recognition of her service
to the association, Director
Klemish has
received numerous awards, including a
Membership Key Award, an
International
Leadership
Award, two Extension Awards
and an International President’s Award. She is also a
Progressive Melvin Jones Fellow.
In addition to her Lions activities, Director Klemish has been active in
numerous professional and community organizations, including the Iowa
State Fair, the Casey Federated Women’s Club, 4-H and as a church organist
and choir director.
Director Klemish’s husband, Ken, is a past district governor and a
Progressive Melvin Jones Fellow.

5M9 Convention Hospitality Book Discount
Deadline December 1, 2018

DISTRICT GOVERNOR ROSE MARIE PUCKETT
“Sow the Seeds of Service”

Congrats to my 5M9 Lions Clubs! At the MD5M Council of Governors our 5M9 District was awarded 3 trophies for 1st Quarter Membership Totals. We had Most New Members at +71, +19 Highest Net Women, and
First Quarter Plus Membership of +25. You make me proud to be your Governor! I thank you for all your
hard work.
The month of October was filled with lots of club visits. I have met so many kind, wonderful, and generous
Lions and learned so much about what we do in serving others.
I also attended a Celebration Dinner (Roast?) thanking Past International Director Bruce and Erin Beck for
their dedication and service.
The month ended with a trip to Thanksgiving for Vision and so onward to November I go! FYI the stats are
now Bambi 1 and the Gov 3 (that I have avoided.)
As I visit my Lions Clubs, I am asking each club to take on one or two new Service Projects of their choice. I
have just received a request to nominate a new service project that can be displayed at the Multiple Convention this April and is able to be replicated. We will have an area set up at Mahnomen to display one Service
Project from each District. The displays can be non- staffed or have a local club Lion present to explain the
project. Let’s show the rest of our Multiple what 5M9 can do! Notify me of your new service projects and if
you have any questions contact myself or our District Global Service Coordinator Past District Governor
Roger Palmer.
November 13 – 19 is Diabetes Week and November 14 is Diabetes Day.
I am looking forward to the upcoming Zone Meetings – let’s have good attendance and some fun!
“HE THAT HELPS OTHERS HELPS HIMSELF”
President Willam Woods
District Governor, Rose Marie Puckett

At the last 5MCouncil of Governors meeting District Governor
Rose took home three trophies, for Increased membership!
1st Quarter New Members +71
1st Quarter Plus Membership + 22 –
1st Quarter Highest net women +19
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VICE DISTRICT GOVERNOR
SANDY REMINGTON

Good tidings all.
Hopefully as you are reading this, you are waiting for seminars to start at Northern Pride. I'm here!

Next big event will be our Mid Winter Convention. If you haven't already, sign up soon!
We have already held our 2nd Cabinet Meeting of the Lions year and we may or may not have announced our
candidate for 2nd VDGE. It's getting more and more difficult to find good people for the job. Some districts
still have vacancies for this year's 2nd Vice District Governor. I would hate to see 5M9 in that situation. I
know there are many qualified people out there. Requirements are that you have served as President of your
club, and served as Zone Chair for at least a year. It does require some work on your part and some travel. The
rewards far outweigh the life disruption. There are the people you meet, travel and experiences you might not
otherwise get to have, and classes that supply so much that you will use not only in Lions but everyday in
your business and personal life. You won't see it right away, but all of a sudden you realize that you are more
comfortable with public speaking, your computer skills have improved, and you know more about Lions than
you thought was possible to know.
Look at our previous District Governors. They have all gone through this and have experienced the changes.
Some have gone on to be faculty for seminars and classes, some have gone on to be chairs at district, multi
district and area wide (national and international) levels. We have even had an International Director from our
Past District Governors. Sound exciting? It is! I am so grateful for this experience. I am hopeful that with the
classes I have already taken and those that are ahead of me, I will become a District Governor you will be
proud of. You can have that experience as well. Think about it. Every year we need someone to step up and
prepare to lead us through the next step of the future.
Serve your fellow Lions so we may serve others! Contact any PDG, the District Governor's team, or Zone
Chair of you are interested in learning more. We need you! Let your inner Lion roar.
Yours in Lionism,
VDG Cassandra Remington

Action shot at
the PID Bruce &
Erin Beck
Appreciation
Dinner
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CATCH THE BALL
AND PASS IT ON
2nd Vice District Governor
Bonnie Genin

Many times we see letters which have meaning. I have put together some letters which have meanings for
Lions.
F= fellowship. How about some fun social activities for your club? A Christmas party, if your community
has a Thanksgiving community dinner or baskets to deliver, you could help as a group of volunteers, a Valentine’s Day dance, green beer to celebrate St. Patrick’s Day or a summer picnic.
M=meetings. Do keep the meetings interesting and above all short.
P=publicity. Are you sharing with your community via the local newspaper, or maybe your local TV channel,
or radio station. Spread the good news of what your club is doing.
T=team. So easy to work together as a group.
W=”we serve.”
This is what Lions are all about. And C= catch the ball and pass it on!
2nd Vice District Governor, Bonnie Genin

Life is Better
When Your
Laughing!
The 2nd Vice District
Governor, Bonnie
Genin, 1st Vice
District Governor
Cassandra
Remington and District 5M 9 Governor
Rose Puckett attended training in
Mahnomen before
the Council of
Governors meeting.
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Wadena Lions Club presentation of Homecrest chair District Governor Rose
received as a Governors gift. Fun night!
In October 8, 2018 the Deerwood Lakes Lions presented to the Cuyuna Regional Elementary School
(CRES) a check to help pay for the Back Pack Program. We are honored with the donation from Mille
Lacs Electric which we add to the amount our club
donates. The Back Pack Program are units that are
given to the children, of families, who are in need
of extra food for the weekends. There are approximately 160-170 units filled every month. From left
to right are Lion Nancy Campion, Teppi
(coordinator), Principal Kurt Becker and Lion Cathy
McDougal.

PID Bruce Beck with long time friends
Seated Governors win the bid for pumpkins at
Thanksgiving For Vision and donated to the
Children’s Hospital
District Governors, Jeff Thompson,
Rose Marie Puckett, Diana Kroells and Eileen Schirer
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PDG’s Pete & Margaret
Van Erp

Congratulations on 50 Years!

Ken Kohler, of the Nevis Lions
Club, r ecently celebr ated 50
years with the Lions Club; quite an
accomplishment! He is pictured
with District Governor Rose Puckett, who recently presented him
with his 50-year pin.
Ken spent 47 years with the Thief
River Lions, three years with the
Park Rapids Lions, and recently
transferred to the Nevis Lions as he moved to be closer to friends.
Ken was a Lion during his working life and continues his service in retirement. He
retired in 1995. For the first 10 years of his working life, he worked at Peters Meat
Products, and then became the advertising manager of the Thief River Times and the
Northern Watch Shopper for the next 29 years. Ken and his wife, Joanne, have been
married for 62 years and for the last five years, Ken has been her caretaker 24/7. Joanne now lives in memory care at The Cottages at Heritage in Park Rapids and Ken
visits every day.
The sight-related programs are his favorite part of the Lions, as it is near and dear to
his heart: Joanne is legally blind. She has said to him, “When will God let me see
again?” and Ken is glad to be a part of an organization that works so hard to help in
this area.
Ken has held nearly every position a Lion can do on a local level, except President.
He laughed when I said we could remedy that; at this point, he is just happy to “just
go” to the meetings, be part of the group, and give his time.

PDG Rick Johnson Secretary of Wadena Lions and
1978-79 District 5M9’s first Governor receiving 50
years of service pin from Governor Rose.
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On Friday September 28th the Cormorant
Lions hosted their annual Hunter s Stag
Community Fund Raiser at the Cormorant
Community Center. Thanks to significant
support of community businesses and
Individuals and the generosity of over 130
attendees, the Cormorant Lions have funds to
continue support of many local programs and
national Lions activities. It looks as if we will
gross around $19,000 from the night’s event. ,
Jon Karger of Pelican Rapids won the Grand
Prize Tikka 270 rifle, sponsored by LakePlace.com, (Bruce Zeller, Cormorant). This
year the Lions donated over
. $33,000 to local
and national programs as a result of the great
community support we have at our fund
raising events.

Cass Lake Club President Leonar d
Tompkins conferred with District 5M 9
Governor Rose Puckett at her recent visit
to our club.
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Members of the Cass Lake Lake Country
Lions Club r ecently pr ovided some
assistance to Jody Smith, to help her with her
hearing needs. Jody works at the Cass Lake
Middle School and has a significant hearing
loss. Pictured left to right below are Lake
Country Lions President, Luey Kane, Jody
Smith and Lions Hearing Foundation
representative, Michele Plagmann.
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Zone 5 Thursday, Nov. 29 Aldrich Lions , Ted & Jens, 6:00
Zone 6 meeting is November 14 in Wolf Lake, MN
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100 % secretary's award. In picture from left to right. Lion Margaret Van Erp, Lion
Sue Stebbins, Lion Zelda Novak for Lion Dick Kimball, Lion Sharon Whipple. Back row:
Lion Evie Ladd, Osage—Lion Bonnie Lehrke, Lion Nancy Campion Lion Barbara Deery,
Lion Pat Hendrickx.
Not shown Hackensack—Lion Sue Larson, Hewitt—Lion Gloriann Bartels, McGregor—
Lion Betty Jo Johnson, Pequot Lakes Breezy Point—Lion Denise Albrecht-Simpson,
Riverside Fergus Falls—Lion Burke Almquist, Vergas—Lion Patricia Strand, Verndale—

Zone 1—Nisswa Lions

Zone 5—Bluffton Lions

Zone 2—McGregor Lions

Zone 6—Osage Lions

Zone 3—Emily Outing 50 Lakes Area Lions

Zone 7—Vergas Lions

Zone 4—Park Rapids Lions

Zone 8—Underwood Lions
Zone 9—Ottertail Lions
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Appreciation Awards 2017-2018
District Secretary Margaret Van Erp
1st Vice Rose Puckett
2nd Vice Cassandra Remington
District Treasurer Lion Denny Ganz

Dream Catcher Award
(above)
Lion Sue Olson-Laporte Benedict

Helen Keller award (above)
Lion Denise Albrecht-Simpson -Pequot Lakes Breezy
Point
Helen Keller Sight Award
Helen Keller Awards are given to honor those who have
distinguished themselves on behalf of sight.

Red Project New Hope ribbon (right)
Lion Sue Ruschmeier-Aitkin Lions
Retreats offered to veterans and their families.
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The Minnesota Lions Diabetes Foundation, Inc.
has adopted the Dream Catcher as a sign of hope
that a cure for diabetes will be found.

: Leader Dogs for the Blind has changed its awar d
process and will no longer use accumulated donations
from past years for award eligibility. In other words,
beginning this year Leader Dog will only recognize donations made in the current fiscal year for determining
awards. The types of awards now available are described in the following material provided by Leader
Dog. If your club needs assistance or has questions
please contact program co-chairs Dennis Breitzman (701
-202-6337) or Paul Roth (218-828-4689).
Giving Opportunities
Leader Dog has modified its award process beginning this fiscal year and will no longer be recognizing donations accumulated over a period of years. Instead, awards will be based on the total
donations given within the fiscal year. Leader Dog has a wide variety of awards to recognize fund
raising efforts of both clubs and individuals.
All clubs donating $100 or more receive a banner patch.
A club member can be recognized with a “Together We Serve” lapel pin for a donation of $150.
A $350 donation is recognized by a medallion engraved with the recipient’s name.
Clubs donating $5,000 or more receive the Top Dog Award. Awardees receive several items depending on the size of the gift.
Puppies can be sponsored with a $500 donation. There are six puppies to choose from and sponsoring clubs receive photos, a profile of the pup, a banner patch and a
certificate.
Two sizes of personalized bricks which are displayed in the Leader
Dog facility’s outdoor plaza are available to commemorate your
gifts. Small and large bricks are available for donations of $250 or
$500.
A club, club member or event sponsor can be honored with a Founders Tribute. Recipients receive a custom engraved plaque, pin and
patch. Founders Tributes are available at three levels: Bronze, $500
donation; Silver $1000 donation; and Gold, $2500 donation.
Descriptions and order forms for these awards, and more, can be
found on the Leader Dogs for the Blind website, LeaderDog.org. Of
course support of the Leader Dog program is about much more than
receiving awards. Donations enable the placement of approximately
200 dogs per year with blind and deaf and blind clients; allow 100 clients a year to receive white
cane training; and support a summer camp for visually impaired teenagers. All of this is done with
no cost to the clients. Leader Dog epitomizes the Lions’ role as Knights of the Blind.
If you have questions or would like a club visit to hear more about the program, please contact
your program co-chairs: Dennis Breitzman (701-202-6337) or Paul Roth (218-828-4689).
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DISTRICT 5M9 PUBLIC RELATIONS CONTEST MID-WINTER 2019
Dear Lions Clubs of District 5M9,
Please consider having your club prepare an entry for our Public Relations Contest which will be held at the MidWinter Convention in January. Only 1 entry per Club please.
This contest is designed to focus on your public relationship with your community and how you promote your club.
This contest is not about how much money was raised. Small and large clubs alike will have the same chance at
placing well in this contest. It will not be expensive to participate in this contest and it will not take an exceptional
amount of time. When your entry is complete it should be something that you can use as a promotional tool at other
events with few (if any) adjustments.
The 2019 Public Relations Contest will be judged by our visiting International Director,
It is very nice to have
fresh eyes with no previous knowledge of the clubs participating or their projects evaluating the entries. As always,
the judge’s decisions are final. Each year we will have new judges from different parts of the country.

If you have any questions please contact me at 5m9newsletter@gmail.com
Lion Sue Stebbins District 5M9 Communications Team/Newsletter Editor

DISTRICT 5M9 PUBLIC RELATIONS CONTEST GUIDELINES
Trifold board – 28” x 40”
Hi-lite an event your club has done in the past calendar year
Fundraiser or Service Project
Promotional Techniques
# of people served and/or impacted
Include photos w/descriptions (by-lines)
Club Name (community)

Judge on a scale of 0 (lowest) to 10 (highest)
Over all appearance (attractive & eye catching without being too
busy)
Clarity of information
Photos Quality & Content (Do they tell a story)
By-lines (are they Complete)
Event Description and Purpose (fundraiser or service project)
# of people served and/or impacted
# volunteers and hours involved
Promotional techniques
Such as…….Include flyer (sample or photo) - Ads (copy or photo) - Billboard (photo) - Radio /
TV (stations and frequency of promotional spot)

Visiting Dignitaries International Director Ardie Klemish and Partner in Service PDG Ken to judge these entries
over the course of Friday and Saturday.
Winners receive traveling trophy for 1st and certificates for top 3.
This contest is not about how much money was raised but about how you serve your community and your visibility
and public relationship with your community. All clubs, large and small, can compete and be judged fairly.
I look forward to seeing many entries at our Mid-Winter Convention!
Lion Sue Stebbins
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District 5M9 Communications Team / Newsletter Editor
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District 5M9 Youth Outreach Scholarship
The deadline for the District 5M9 Youth Outreach Scholarship is November 15. Be sure to get the
applications to deserving college students who are in their final two years of obtaining a degree that
will lead to a career working with youth.
It's also time to contact your 6th, 7th, and 8th grade teachers to facilitate the 5M9 Youth Outreach
Poster contest in your schools. We would love to have the hallway filled with posters this year!
Lions Evie Ladd and Pat Hendrick

Page 15

Page 16

Multiple District Convention
Join us in Mahnomen MN USA for the 100th Annual
MD5M Convention April 26, 2019.
Please visit the MD5M Convention Web Site
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Bring your used ink jet and printer cartridges to the MidWinter Convention. We will be collecting them for the
Zachary Johnson Kids with Cancer Fund.
Don’t forget to bring your glasses and hearing aids too!!
2019 MID-WINTER CONVENTION PROGRAM BOOK: We
are planning the Convention program book and would like to know if your club or business would like to purchase an ad.
The cost of advertising is:

Business card size is $30.00
¼ page is $60.00
½ page is $90.00
Full page is $170.00
Business Name:
Size of Ad:
Amount Paid:

Date:

Contact Person:
Phone #

Email

We are asking you to send or email as to what you want your ad to look like or we can
help you with it. Please email to weglou@arvig.net.
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5M9 Service Journal

2019 5M9 CONVENTION TENTATIVE SCHEDULE
This publication is of, by, and for
the Lions, Lioness, & Leos of
District 5M-9

Please submit stories and photos
by the 15th of each month for the
following months newsletter.
When possible, send photos in
jpeg format and articles as a word
document.
Use of pdf is also acceptable.
Contact me for assistance or with
questions.
Thank You Editor
Sue Stebbins

DISTRICT GOVERNOR ROSE’S CALENDAR
Nov 1 Zone 2 Deerwood Lakes Lions
Nov.7 Mid-Winter Conv. mtg
Nov 2 -Nov 3 Northern Pride
Nov 8 Zone 3 Meeting Emily
Nov 12 Cormorant and Lake Park
Nov 13 Bay Lake Area Lions
Nov 14 Walker
Nov 15. Cuyuna Range
Nov 29. Zone 4 Mtg
Dec 2 Hewett
Dec 4 Dalton
Dec 6 Urbank
Dec 10 Osage
Dec 12 Frazee / Wolf Lake
Dec 13 Dent visit
Dec 15 Combined Club Orientation
Dec 16 Hill City (Go Vikings!)
Dec18 Callaway

Happy New Year 2019
Jan 4 5M9 Cabinet Meeting
Jan 4- -6 – 5M9 Mid Winter Convention
Jan 9 New York Mills
Jan 11 Jan 12-5M5 & 5M6 Conventions
Jan 18 5M7 Convention
Jan 22 Malmo
Jan 24 Verndale
Jan 25 5M4 Convention

District Governor
Rose Puckett
14850 Pinewood Trail
Deerwood, MN 56444
H: 218-764-3108
C: 218-851-8380
apuckett@brainerd.net

Vice District Governor
Sandy Remington
2778 18th St SW
Backus, MN 56435
H: 218-587-2327
C: 320-333-6798
purplesandy07@gmail.com

2nd Vice District Governor
Bonnie Genin
1028 6th Ave NW
Perham, MN 56573
H 218-346-2583
C: 218-841-1231
bgenin@arvig.net

Cabinet Secretary
Margaret Van Erp (Peter)
38214 610th Ave
Bluffton, MN 56518
H: 218-385-3446
C: 218-639-5040
petemarg@arvig.net

District Treasurer
Dennis Ganz (Shelly)
5079 County 40 NW
Hackensack, MN 56452
H: 218-675-5404
C: 218-244-4232
dsganz@tds.net

Newsletter Editor
Sue Stebbins (Dick)
26390 Glen Drive
Garrison, MN 56450
R: 320-692-4373
C: 218-851-2510
5m9newsletter@gmail.com

