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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
A message to all Lions from International
President, Dr. Jung-Yul Choi

In these challenging times, community has become even more important. We
are relying on each other more than ever, which is why your safe service is
making such a big difference in people’s lives.
Let’s keep focused on the health and safety of our families, friends and
neighbors. Let’s find ways to keep our communities strong. Let’s continue to be
who we are and what the world needs now—Lions.
Your safe service is making a big impact where you live. The world is looking
for good news, so be sure to let your community know how your club is helping.

INSIDE THIS ISSUE
DG Sandy

2

1VDG Les

3

2VDG Jamie

4

College of Leadership

5

Club Activities/Events

6-7

5M Photo Contest

8

LCI

9

Northern Pride

10

MN Child Cancer Fd.

11

Zones Anniversaries

12

Can do Canines

13

Mid Winter

14-

Leadership Forum

16

5M9 Quilt

17

DG Travels Contact Info

18

Here are three ways you can continue to connect with your community:
Social Media – Share your stories of serving safely, and don’t forget to
use the hashtag #WeServe to inspire Lions around the world.
Public Relations – Want to make an even bigger impact? Leverage your
local media to help tell your story. Read this great blog to see how
you can get noticed with an outstanding media pitch.
Serving Safely – Our newest resource page provides the tools and resources to
keep you serving safely in your community so you’ll have even more good
news to talk about.
Let’s stay strong and stay connected with our communities.

Regards,
Dr. Jung-Yul Choi
International President

District Governor Sandy Remington

DISTRICT GOVERNOR CASSANDRA REMINTON
”

Hello Fellow Lions,
This is my last note in our district newsletter. I've been spending the last month doing a lot of lasts. Last Cabinet Meeting, last Council of Governors Meeting, last newsletter, last of the club meetings and zone meetings as your District
Governor.
I'd like to take a little time to reflect on our year together.
Did we meet all of our goals? No. Did we meet or exceed some of them? YES!
LEADERSHIP - We had outstanding leadership at the district, zone and club levels that really helped to get things accomplished. Our Global Action Team and District Governor Team met frequently and initiated several district wide educational events and have already started new projects for the next year. Thank you to both of these groups for an outstanding job.
MEMBERSHIP - We started off great and then started to backslide a little. We recruited like crazy, but had a problem
with retention. COVID -19 did not help at the end of our year. We hope to have a new club before the end of the year,
and that will help. We won't meet our goal, but we will end the year with a positive growth in membership.
SERVICE - We improved, but can still do better on the reporting of service activities. It has become easier to report our
activities and clubs are starting to designate Service Chairs in their list of officers. I encourage you to continue on this
improvement.
LCIF - We exceeded the goal of $50,000 by more than $25,000. Thank you so much for donations that help others in
need.
The year was certainly different from any previous year. COVID-19 changed our meetings from in person, face to face
meetings, to virtual meetings. We had our first ever virtual Cabinet Meeting. There was good attendance, and we were
able to accomplish what we needed to do. I think we were all pleased with the outcome, even if we couldn't be together.
Club meetings and Zone meetings were the favorite parts of my year. I truly enjoyed meeting all the clubs I visited and
seeing how they operated, what was important to their communities, and the similarities and differences between all the
clubs. The one big similarity clubs have is the desire to Serve our Youth. Thank you to all the clubs that hosted my visits, all the clubs that hosted Zone Meetings, and all the clubs I will visit in my remaining time. By the way, we have
some great cooks in this district!
As your District Governor, I served as Multiple District Liaison for Kid Sight USA. It is my intent that starting in July, I
will begin a term as a District Chair on Kidsight USA, replacing PDG Jay Norby and working with Lion Dick Kimball.
I have also served on the Legal and the Service Committees for the Council of Governors. I thought, before making decisions on how my vote would affect our district and the Multiple. I tried to vote with my head and my heart, put personal feelings aside, and do what was best for the Multiple and our District. I do not regret any vote I made this past
year. This next year will be another unusual and exciting year. I pledge to give my full support to DGE Les and his
Global Action Team and District Governors' Team.
Finally, I changed my look again. I shaved my head in support of MN Lions Children's Cancer Foundation. If you have
not yet done so already, and are able and willing, donations can be made to the foundation via check to Linda Albrecht
Norby at 1021 5th Ave NW, Perham MN 56573. Out of 19 volunteers, 5 were from 5M9. Once again, we are the great
ones!!! Thank you to the other four, DGE Les Swift, VDGE Jamie Huttunen, Lions Laurie Kommer and Keith Lillis, for
volunteering and to all who have donated to the cause!
Thank you 5M9, for a wonderful year as your representative to the Multiple District and beyond. I remain your biggest
cheerleader and applaud you for all your hard work!
Yours in Lionism,
District Governor Cassandra Remington
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Facing our Challenges
District Governor Elect
Les Swift
My Lion Family 5M9,
I hope during the times we are going through that you and your families are staying safe and
healthy. It has been a life changer for us all but it is now more important than ever to join together as Lions and serve those that need our help. There are new needs to be addressed in
our communities. We will have to listen and try to determine where the needs are greatest
and where we can do the most good. This will be different in every community, but share with
others what you have found to be the greatest need.
On the lighter side of things the Lions of Multiple 5M have joined together and did a video
head shave for The MN Lions Childhood Cancer Foundation Inc that was a great success. It is
something I hope we can support on a regular basis with donations because the families of
these children have so much already to deal with.
So please let us all keep in touch with each other with a phone call, email or any other way
you are comfortable with. Keep bringing new ideas to your meeting however you are able to
meet.
Lion Les Swift DGE 5M9
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Hello 5M9 Lions!
I would like to give a big thank you to District Governor Cassandra Remington for her year as being our
leader in our 5M9 District this past year. I would like to welcome our new District Governor Les Swift
starting July 1 as our new Leader.
It's time to get your club Officers installed for the new year. Did you know a Club Officer Installation
Ceremony is a great chance to express gratitude. Recognize members who have provided excellent leadership
to the club the previous year. Celebrate the club’s service and positive effect on the community. Recognize
long-time members of the club for their dedication and service. Provide an opportunity to share club goals
and service plans for the next year. It is the club’s decision how traditional or formal its club officer
installation will be. There are many different installation scripts online, to use at lionsclubs.org. Many clubs
reach out to the District Governor, Vice District Governors, Zone Chairs, or Past District Governors to act as
installing officers. Many of those folks have experience doing so, and have found or developed creative ways
to
recognize new officers. If your club has never tried an installation ceremony, I’d ask you to consider
giving it a chance. It will help out your new member in your club find out what lions are all about. To the
previous board members as they complete their term? An installation Ceremony is a great opportunity to
transfer authority and responsibility from current to newly elected leaders in your Club.
Hopefully we can get some pictures for the July newsletter from the MN Lions Childhood Cancer
Foundation. We have 4 or 5 members of 5M9 doing the fundraiser for Shave for the Brave they’re going to
put out a video on Facebook.
Have a great June and enjoy the nice weather
Kindness Matters
Lions Building for Service
1st VDGE Jamie Huttunen

Page 4

Page 5

Battle Lake Lions
Highway clean-up
Our highway clean-up project took place Thursday, May 7, after
having to postpone due to rainy weather. Our section of State Highway 78 in nearly three miles long, so we try to break the distance into three equal sections.
Those helping were, back row: Jim Braun, Chairman Dean Nelson,
Brian and Sally Kvebak, Kelly Hepper and Co-Chairman Gary Widness. Kneeling: Sheila Scheer and Jon Tamke. Others helping were
Connie Krusemark (taking the photo) and Tom Boik.

Lions help Battle Lake Food Shelf in big way
During the annual Minnesota FoodShare March campaign the Battle Lake Lions Club
has been committed to helping the Battle Lake Food Shelf for many years. This year was
no exception, as the club and membership again made a big impact.
At their March Board of Directors meeting they voted to donate $1,000 from the treasury. Then at the monthly dinner meeting and through mail-in contributions, individual
members donated $890 for a total of $1,890.00 for the year 2020. The individual donations were down this year because attendance at Lions monthly meeting were limited
due to concerns with the COVID-19 pandemic.
In 2019, the Lions Club made a donation of $1,000 and the individual club members chipped in a whop'Treasurer' Westgard passes
Our Club was saddened with the passing of long-time treasurer, Bob Westgard,
who lost his battle with cancer Thursday, April 23. As a tribute to Bob and his
family, over 30 members lined the highway as the funeral procession made its way
to the cemetery. About one week before his death, Lion Bob was presented with
the Helen Keller Sight Award at his home. A $100 donation was made to LCIF in
his honor.

Donation to local scholarship fund
The Battle Lake Lions Club Board voted to donate $500 towards the
Kent-McAllister Scholarship fund this spring. The scholarship was
named in memory of two former BLHS teachers. In addition to the
Lions donation, many individuals, businesses and members of the
school staff also contribute. Generally, nearly a dozen seniors benefit
from the scholarships.
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Park Rapids Lions donated
$500.00 to the Hubbard County
Meals on Wheels program

The Palisade Lions were helping our
environment today with our socially
distant highway clean up! With Donna Redman, Evelyn Ladd, Steven
Ladd, Bruce Beck and Joe Pipp! Great
job and thank you!
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Dear Lion Leader,
The coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic has impacted the work of Lions around the world. In many cases, it
has also created financial hardships for our Lions and the people for whom we care.

To support the incredible men and women serving with us, the International Board of Directors has passed a
resolution to help our clubs.
Here is an overview of the resolution approved by the Board of Directors:


Flexible payments – No clubs will be suspended or cancelled through December 31, 2020 for late

payment of dues.
Charter and entrance fees waiver – We have waived all charter and entrance fees from July 1 – December
31, 2020.
These measures will help Lions facing financial hardships, and give our clubs hope, encouragement, and an

opportunity to start the new Lion year with renewed energy and optimism.
This may be a time of great need, but we will overcome this together. For more than a century, Lions have
taken on the greatest challenges facing humanity. That is who we are, and what we do.
So let us stand together. And let us remember just how important we are to our communities and the world.
Regards,
Dr. Jung-Yul Choi
International President
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Online Learning

Check out the Archived Leadership Development Webinar Recordings
https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/resources-for-members/resource-center/archived-leadership-webinars
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This clean shaven looking bunch have just lost their hair in
support of Childhood Cancer. There is still time to donate.
( https://www.gofundme.com/f/9pjqg-shave-for-thebrave (MN).
Here are 4 of the 5 Lions from 5M9 that have participated
in the "Shave for the Brave" Fundraiser for the Minnesota
Lions Childhood Cancer Foundation. Pictured are Laurie
Kommer, DGE Les Swift , 1DGE Jamie Huttunen and DG
Sandy Remington.
Keith Lillis is also participating.
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Rothsay Lions

6-18-2015

Baxter Lions

6-20-1977

Deerwood Lakes Lions

6-28-1999

Dunn Township Dunvilla

6-23-2016

Zone 1 Chair
Zone 2 Chair

Les Swift
Tom Brand

Zone 6 Chair
Zone 7 Chair

Jamie Huttunen
Dennis Breitzman

Zone 3 Chair

Scott Rolfe

Zone 8 Chair

Burke Almquist

Zone 4 Chair

Dick Kimball

Zone 9 Chair

Sean & Melissa Abernathy

Zone 5 Chair

Les and Diane
Brietling

Zone Chair
Advisor

Jay Norby

While we cannot get together in person right now, we are planning a virtual, interactive graduation event. The event will honor 13 graduates and will include some video of each team
working together. We hope to host a more personal event in the future, primarily for the benefit of the clients and the puppy raiser.
Just like our regular graduation, this event will be open to the public. More information will
follow, but mark your calendars now! The event will premiere at 1:00 p.m. on Saturday, June
27, 2020, and will last about 30 minutes.
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Register NOW!!! (Prices will increase in the spring) To register,
visit https://lionsforum.org/
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Well with not much to do with the Covid-19 virus going on, I got busy with my sewing machine.
I put together a wall hanging of our projects in 5M9 and wanted to share it with the club and district.
It really turned out great and I have it hanging in my living room.
Lion Linda Albrecht-Norby PDG
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How to submit an article

5M9 Service Journal

Please submit material for these sections. by the 15th of each
month for the following months newsletter.
I would like to publish your most recent community service
and your upcoming fundraisers, in which Lions from other
clubs could, perhaps, participate.
Submit pictures, flyers or text. In photos please put names of
who is in it. When possible, send photos in jpeg format and
articles as a word document. Use of pdf is also acceptable.
Contact me for assistance or with questions
Submit to: 5m9newsletter@gmail.com
Sue Stebbins editor

DISTRICT GOVERNOR SANDY’S CALENDAR
JUNE
30 End of Lions calendar year
JUlY
1 2020-2021 year begins, International
and 5m9 dues in effect.

This publication is of, by, and for the
Lions, Lioness, & Leos of District 5M-9
District Governor
Sandy Remington
2778 18th St SW
Backus, MN 56435
H: 218-587-2327
C: 320-333-6798
purplesandy07@gmail.com
Vice District Governor
Les Swift (Terri)
11889 57th Ave SW
PIllager, MN 56473
H 218-746-3946
C: 218-839-2184
ltranch@brainerd.net
2nd Vice District Governor
Jamie Huttunan (Yvonne)
61431 403rd St. Yvonne
Wadena, MN 56482
C: 218-639-9306
jamieh70@weta.net
Cabinet Secretary
Margaret Van Erp (Peter)
38214 610th Ave
Bluffton, MN 56518
H: 218-385-3446
C: 218-639-5040
petemarg@arvig.net
District Treasurer
Dennis Ganz (Shelly)
5079 County 40 NW
Hackensack, MN 56452
H: 218-675-5404
C: 218-244-4232
dsganz@tds.net
Newsletter Editor
Sue Stebbins (Dick)
26390 Glen Drive
Garrison, MN 56450
R: 320-692-4373
C: 218-851-2510
5m9newsletter@gmail.com

