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Below: CORMORANT LIONS CLUB
welcome new members pictured with DG
Don. L-R: Sponsor Bruce Zeller, new member Brian Raftevold, new member Terry
Soine, sponsor Rick Julian.

Above ELIZABETH LIONS CLUB w/ DG Don.
Lions l-r: sponsor Wayne Myrvik, new members Eldor
Merz, Jacqueline Brusven, sponsor Joan Brusven, new
member Carol Rose, sponsor Duane rose.
Below: VERGAS LIONS CLUB newest member
Jenna Meyer (center) pictured with her sponsor/
grandma Judy Meyer and DG Don Hendrickx.
Left: LAKE COUNTRY
LIONS in Cass Lake new
members l-r; Sara Stoebner &
Deb Nelson sponsored by Lion
Luey Kane and Heather Brittain
sponsored by Lion Carolyn
Hegland

Right: PINE RIVER
LIONS CLUB & DG Don with new
members and sponsors. Lions John
Stranne, sponsor, new members Sean
Hesse, Jerry Manschke, Renee
Stranne, Tammy Sherwood, Steve
Sherwood and Doug Zaske, sponsor.
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“WATTS” NEW in 5M9
District Governor— Donald Hendrickx
As I write this month's ar cle it is very bi ersweet. Sweet in that a er 3 years I will not have to think about what to
write month a er month, but bi er in that this is my last newsle er ar cle. My term as DG is coming to an end so this
will be my farewell message to all of you.
There are so many people to thank I as reflect back on my years.
 First and for most, I have to thank PDG Bill Parks who mentored me and knew even before I knew, that I would
someday run for DG. Several mes, I have visited with him at his grave site and know that he has guided me
through this journey. Thanks my friend!
 Thank you to IPDG Margaret and PDG Peter Van Erp for all the love and support that you have given me and Pat.
And thanks for all the answers to the many ques ons I have thrown at you. Every DG should be lucky enough to
have you standing behind them.
 Thank you to DGE Gloria and PDG Ken, 1st VDGE Jay and PDG Linda and 2nd VDGE Dick and Lion Sue for being part
of the DG team and for backing me on all of my decisions. I know that the district will be in great hands in the years
to come and know that I will always be here to help you in any way that I can.
 Thank you to my District Cabinet for doing an outstanding job in promo ng the Lions projects throughout the clubs
and for giving of your me and energy. It has been a pleasure serving with you and I s ll know that our Cabinet
mee ngs are the most fun in the Mul ple.
 Thank you to all the 66 clubs in the District for all that you have done to promote Lions in your clubs and communi‐
es. Thank you for going out and "Just Asking", bringing in new members and keeping us in the plus membership. I
am keeping my fingers crossed that my message on reten on s cks with everyone, that we keep members and do
not let them go out the back door. Make them feel
important and part of your Lions family. I have loved coming to your clubs to induct those new members and even
a er July, I would s ll love to do that. Thank you to my home club, the Perham Lakes Lions for the backing that
they have given me. I have appreciated all the kind words and
encouragement from you and look forward to coming to the mee ngs as a regular Lion.
 Of course I would not be where I am without the support and love of my partner in service, my loving wife Lion Pat.
She has stood by my side, going to every event with me, helping me with the reports and emails and listened to my
ideas. There is no way that I could have done this without her and I thank her publicly for that. I would call her my
right hand and my le !!
Pat and I were thinking, a er this journey is done what will be next. How can we just give up on doing service to Lions
when it has become such an important part of our lives? Well, we are not dropping oﬀ the face of Lions ! I will be your
new Global Leadership Chair along with Global Membership Chair Randy Beaver and Pat will be the Youth Outreach
Chair along with Lion Evie Ladd. I will be out looking for our future leaders and if this shy farm boy can be DG, then so
can the many great leaders that are out there. We are excited to con nue in Lions and more excited that we will con‐
nue to see all the wonderful Lions that we have come to know and love in our District.
I would like you all to mark on your calendars, Sunday October 5th, the date of my Mini ‐Forum which will be held at
the Blu on Community Center. Watch for more details in future newsle ers as we are look‐
ing forward to a fun day filled with lots of surprises. Pat and I hope to see all of you there as
we celebrate the year that we "Followed Our Dream".
May God Bless Each and Every One of You.
Service Thru the Power of Lions ‐‐‐ DG Don Hendrickx & Lion Pat
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Here it is – the month of June – the last month of our
current Lions year. But it is not the end of recruiting new
members plus retaining our present members. It all works
together to make a strong and active club. Let’s keep this
going – both to keep our district at a plus in membership and
to continue growing the next Lions year.
PDG Ken and I got the chance to wear our “blues”
for the first time at the Multiple Convention on Saturday for
the Banquet at Jackpot Junction. It was exciting to see my fellow DGEs dressed in our official uniform for
next year. The Convention was great and no, we didn’t spend any money chasing the machines in the casino.
Congratulations to Lion Judy Beaver, member of the Verndale Lions Club and Lioness Club, for her photograph being selected as the first place winner in the MD5M Environmental Photo Contest 2014. Her winning
photo has now been forwarded to International for entry in the LCI Environmental Photo Contest. Good luck
at the next level, Judy.
The attendance at the 2014 College of Leadership was excellent again this year. This shows that we, as
Lions, are interested in having strong, well-run clubs and being efficient club officers. Take what you gained
at officer training and apply it to your club. All sessions totaled 174 Lions including 34 First-Timers, and
representing 43 clubs. Thanks to the presenters at each session for giving of your time and passing on your
knowledge to help us expand our knowledge.
Have you been taking pictures of your club doing your community service projects? Submit these
photos through the LCI website and you could be featured in the LION Magazine or on the LCI Facebook
page. How exciting to be recognized all over the world! Public Relations is a great tool for your club. Of
course, using these same pictures in your local newspaper is another excellent way to get your Lions Club
recognized for the important work that you do for your hometown. Our communities reap benefits as a result
of the services we perform as Lions. The pictures are best for printing if they are close, clear and are action
shots.
June is the final month of DG Don’s reign!! However, his service to Lions continues. He will be the
new GLT Coordinator for 5M9 working alongside GMT Coordinator, Lion Randy Beaver.
Thank you, DG Don for all the guidance and mentoring you provided me this past year. Questions –
you answered them; problems – you helped figure a solution; mentor – you gave me great advice. It has been
my privilege and honor to serve with DG Don, 1st Lady Lion Pat, 1st VDGE Jay, PDG Linda, and my husband,
PDG Ken on the District Governor team for 2013-2014.
With all the training we, as DGE’s, are offered, combined with DG Don’s leadership, I am confident to
take over as District Governor 2014-2015. Always note that I am proudly representing you as Lions of 5M9 in
my future travels. Any concerns, or questions, please contact me. I am here to serve you and am looking
forward to it.
Until next month. . . . . . .
DGE Gloria Anderson

DON’T FORGET







Plan to attend your Districts Zone Fair this fall. Dates and info will be posted in this
newsletter!
Send pictures and stories to 5m9newsletter@gmail.com
“JUST ASK” community members to join Lions
Visit Facebook and “Like” District 5M9 Lions
Check out the District website at www.lionsof5m9.org
Order your club some copies of the 5M9 printed Directory (order info on back page of newsletter)
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1st Vice District Governor Elect—Jay Norby
I hope everyone enjoyed their Memorial Day. It is a time to enjoy family, friends and relax and
hopefully you enjoyed some great weather. Please remember why we celebrate this holiday. I hope
you took the time to thank a veteran for serving and protecting this great country of ours.
As Lions, we need to serve also and to protect those less fortunate than us. Just as our armed
forces show strength in numbers, we too as Lions, need to show our strength in numbers. Please
take the time to ask a friend, neighbor, someone at work to join your club.
If you are unsure how to increase your membership, please call our Global Membership Chair
Randy Beaver and either he or one of his team will be glad to attend your board meeting or club
meeting and give you guidance.
In a month we will have a new District Governor taking over the reigns of 5M9. I am pledging my
support to DG Gloria Anderson and I hope all of you will do the same. We have been very fortunate
to have had such great leadership in our district.
Now we need to send DG Don out with a bang. We have maintained positive growth in membership
all year. Let's continue this trend and finish off the year with a flurry of new members. The DG team
has worked hard this year along with the rest of the cabinet to help you in every aspect of Lionism.
Please take the time to thank these Lions for all of their hard work and dedication to this great
organization.
1st VDG Jay

“Our World, Our Future”
Tongbram Mahesh Singh, 2013-14
Grand Prize Winner

Annual Art Contest for Kids
Each year, Lions Clubs around the world proudly sponsor the Lions
International Peace Poster Contest in local schools and youth groups.
This art contest for kids encourages young people worldwide to express
their visions of peace. For more than 25 years, millions of children
from nearly 100 countries have participated in the contest.
The theme of the 2014-15 Peace Poster Contest is
Peace, Love and Understanding.” Students, ages 11, 12 or 13
on November 15, are eligible to participate.
Poster kits must be ordered through LCIF before October 1, 2014.
The cost is $11.94 plus shipping, handling and taxes. Posters must
be to the District Governor by December 1, 2014.
For more info, contact your 2014-15 Youth Outreach Co-Chairs.
Lion Evie Ladd; seladd@frontiernet.net or
Lion Pat Hendrickx; phend@arvig.net
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MEMBERSHIP
RETENTION

RETENTION

RETENTION

Our clubs in 5M9 have worked very hard and we have a positive district membership growth for the past 10
months with 67% of our clubs adding new members. We need to keep it going! Clubs throughout the district
are having membership events in May and June. One of the biggest gains we can have is to retain our current
members. When we drop members we are dropping a member of our Lions family. Remember how hard we
pushed to get that member to join but we don’t put the same effort in to retaining them. We care so much for
the people we serve; we also need to care for the person we are about to drop. Are we dropping that member
because it’s the easiest thing to do and don’t want to find out why?
In the fast paced business world, it is said that it is easier to keep a customer than to find a new one.
Even if we are successful at getting new members in to our clubs, let’s never overlook the importance of
keeping our members satisfied, motivated and committed.
We focus on the needs of our communities but is your club focused on meeting the needs of its
members? Have you had a membership survey lately? Have a membership survey every few months and be
prepared to meet the needs of the members. If members know that their input counts they will become more
committed in your clubs success. Follow up on absenteeism by calling members who have missed meetings to
find out why. Help them refocus on their goals and make the meetings if possible.
Membership success only happens when club members are committed, active and enthusiastic—when
they feel wanted and needed in the club while achieving their personal goals. Recognizing achievement is even
more critical for member retention. Make acknowledgement part of your club’s culture and recognize all
members’ leadership, recruiting or other achievements. Thanking the members is an important part of
retention. Be sure that you say “Thank You” to your club for a job well done. Thank them before the club and
make sure that the club knows who and what duties the members performed.
Step back and look at your club; are your members warm, welcoming and supportive of all of its
members? Fix any weak spots that it might have in making all of the members feel welcome. Having fun is
one of the best retention tools you can have! Make them laugh and get a smile on their face and watch it
spread through the members. Hold club social events such as barbecues, holiday gatherings, hay rides, golf
outings, fishing tournaments, pizza birthday parties or other social events to help gel club membership.
Help new members get off to a great start by teaming them up with their sponsor for the first few
projects. Challenge all members for the opportunity for leadership in the club, the area and even the district.
Give members a chance to lead and they will surprise you on what they can do.
These few member retention tips are critical to your club in holding on to its members, by keeping
them satisfied in work ethics, making them accountable for their new members and helping them to feel at
home in your club. When they know what you do as a Lion, and they know how to do what you do and
become a part of it, then they will be more satisfied that they joined your club and will remain a Lion. When
they meet the people we help, they will understand what being a Lion really means.
It is up to the leadership within your clubs to make sure these valuable tips are implemented. As
members it is up to you to make sure your leadership responds to your club needs. Talk to your club leadership
about what you think is missing and have ideas on how to fix it. Every member counts!
Anyone that knows me, knows I’m a big Twins fan (no pun intended). It’s the bottom of the ninth,
score tied, we have the bases loaded and now it’s up to you as Lions to hit it out of the park! Let’s end the year
with positive numbers! I know we can do it!
District 5M9 Membership Coordinator
Lion Randy Beaver
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“Dream Catcher Award”
The MN Lions Diabetes Foundation Inc. would
like to thank the Lions Clubs of Minnesota for
your contributions to diabetes research and
programs. We would like to remind you to please
check with your District Diabetes
Co-Chairs if your club or individual members are
eligible for a Dream Catcher Award.
A total of $1,000 in donations is needed to
A quick update to all on our District 5M9 College
qualify for this award.
of Leadership (COL) for the incoming Club Officers.
Starting July 1, 2014, to qualify for a Dream
Catcher Award, a club or individual must have
accumulated $1,000 in donations to the MN
Lions Diabetes Foundation, Inc.
All accumulated donations for any diabetes
contribution in the past are still eligible for
qualifying for the Dream Catcher Award. There
is no time limit for the accumulation of
donations toward the award.

PUBLIC RELATIONS TIP
Consider your audience. When writing a news
release, ask “Why does the reader care?”
Include the answer to this question in your
release. Your information is more likely to get
printed if the media feels it will have an impact
on the publication’s readers.

The COL training was offered at two sites this past
April, in Aitkin and in Bluffton. The following are
the attendance results!
Aitkin
Bluffton
Total Lions Attending Total Clubs Represented
First timers

58
20
? (not tracked)

81
29
24

Overall it was pretty well attended! I think if you ask any
of the Attendee’s if they learned something and felt the training was worthwhile, you would get a positive response! In
District 5M9 we currently have a total of 66 clubs and of those
49 were represented at the COL. This leaves 17 clubs that had
no Officers at the Training for their club! Each of the elected
Club Officer positions has new changes almost every year
from LCI, the Multiple, or District. So even if you have been
in the same position for several years, you need to attend to
stay current on what is expected from your job. Also, it may
be time to get another Lion trained to replace you so others in
your club have the opportunity to serve as a club officer. Being a Club Officer is not meant to be a Life Sentence!!! Other
members need to exercise, learn, and utilize their Leadership
skills that they have brought to the club! Give others a chance
to Serve as an Elected Officer in your Club!
Again, as the Poster says, ‘In Our Community We Serve’!
If you club has not yet done the Club Excellence Process, CEP,
please sign up for it now by contacting either Lions Bruce
Beck or Randy Beaver! We will review your club’s current
Service to the Community and look at ‘what it could be’!!!
And also go over ‘How are Your Ratings’ survey! How does
your membership like what your club is doing internally at
meetings! Want to Serve your membership, get their input on
how your business is being done! You’ll be surprised at the
results!
Have a Great Summer, volunteer for a Leadership role in your
club, zone, and district! We can use the help!
Lion Bruce Beck
5M9 GLT Coordinator
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Below: FERGUS FALLS RIVERSIDE LIONS
Burke Almquist presented Citizenship Awards to
Fergus Falls State College Instructor Diane
Wolden (left), Student Nurses Marissa Krull (2nd
from left), and Jill Koch (right). Citizenship
Awards were also given to Student Nurses
Danielle Baker, Brittany Dahlen , Jamie Schultz,
Jamie Stans, Jamie Vickaryous, Lexi Schultz.
All of these Student Nurses graduate this year
from the college and have been associated, along
with their instructor, with the Lions in blood
glucose testing throughout the year and plan on
continuing a consorted effort to educate the
general public and defeat diabetes.
Above: The winner of the
PARK RAPIDS LIONS 60th
Anniversary pin design contest is Grace
Guo, an ISE Exchange Student from
XI’AN China staying with Judy
Schwengler. Grace is a Junior at PRAH
and a student in the Graphic Arts Class
taught by Mike Hartung. Mr. Hartung
used the contest as an assignment in his
class and 20 designs were submitted to
the Lions Club fro consideration. We
thank him and his students for
participating. Pictured L-R: Mr. Mike
Hartung, Grace Guo,
and Park Rapids Lion Larry Novak.

Left: 2013-2014 MD5M
ENVIRONMENTAL CONTEST WINNER
Lion Judy Beaver of the Verndale Lions and
Lioness Clubs. DG Don accepted the award
for Lion Judy at the Multiple Convention and
presented a plaque and a $100 check to her at
the College of Leadership in Bluffton. Lion
Judy’s photo was categorized as “animal life”
and will now advance to the Lions
International Convention in Toronto Canada
where it will be displayed and voted on.
We wish Lion Judy luck in Toronto!
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For the past decade, the Lakes Area
community has taken to the lanes on
the first Monday in May to help raise
awareness and funds for not-forprofit senior care and services at
Good Samaritan Society. This year
marked the 11th annual Good
Samaritan Bowl, a two-day fun bowl
on May 4 and 5 that has grown to include more than 1,000 bowlers,
sponsors and volunteers. The
BAXTER LIONS won the trophy
for raising the most money for a nonprofit and Christi Lou Heidelberger
won a plaque for raising the most
funds by an individual.
Left is the BAXTER LIONS
Team with their trophy.

Above: PILLAGER LIONS served about 170
people at their Spaghetti Dinner on May 8th. L-R
facing you are Lions Jim Ausland, Larry Bybee,
and helper Josie Pollock.
Right: PILLAGER LIONS Dick Nybakke, Don
Ausland, Jim Ausland, Doug Allen, Al Barrow and
(not pictured) Lion Les Swift recently built a ramp
for a person who had lost a foot due to diabetes and
could not return home until he could enter his
house. The PILLAGER LIONS had the ramp in
place the day before he was to arrive home.
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On May 8th, the RIVERBOAT LIONS
held their annual Salad Luncheon.
Left: Lions Joy Janzen, Cathy Wilke,
Connie Pearson and Mary Pearson work
in the kitchen.
Below: A kitchen full of RIVERBOAT
LIONS cut bars and make salads for the
Luncheon.

Below:
Your 2013-2014 DG TEAM!
DG Don & Lion Pat Hendrickx,
DGE Gloria & PDG Ken Anderson,
VDGE Jay & PDG Linda Norby
At the MD5M 2014 Convention.

AITKIN LIONS &
RIVERBOAT LIONS
joined together inviting friends to
learn about Lions.
Above: A room full of
Lions and Friends.
Left: L-R: Seated Kathy Dox,
Standing Terry Dox,
Seated Tom Bruss and Bruce Beck.
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OH, THE PLACES WE WILL GO
June
7—De-Feet Hearing Loss Walk
16—Induct new members/ Ottertail
19—Underwood DG visit
25—My Birthday
July
9—Officially the IPDG
October
5—My Mini-Forum @ Bluffton

ZONES 7, 8, 9
COMBINED
ZONE FAIR
August 28, 2014
St Henry’s Catholic
Church Basement
Perham, MN
6:00 pm
(more info to follow)

This publication is of, by,
and for the Lions, Lioness,
& Leos of District 5M-9
District Governor
Don Hendrickx (Pat)
46590 Mosquito Lane
Perham, MN 56573
H: 218-346-5899
dutchmandon@arvig.net
Vice Dist Governor Elect
Gloria Anderson (Ken)
844 7th St SW
Wadena, MN 56482
H: 218-631-9005
glo_ken@hotmail.com
Vice Dist Governor Elect
Jay Norby (Linda)
1021 5th Ave NW
Perham, MN 56573
H: 218-346-3200
C: 218-234-7441
ljnorbs@eot.com
Cabinet Secretary
Margaret Van Erp (Peter)
38214 610th Ave
Bluffton, MN 56518
H: 218-385-3446
petemarg@arvig.net
District Treasurer
Eldon Bergman (Vi)
50726Wymer Lake Loop
Frazee, MN 56544
H: 218-334-5841
elviberg@arvig.net
Newsletter Editor/Diva
Tracey Buhl (Randy)
102 Parkview Drive
Vergas, MN 56587
H: 218-342-2492
5m9newsletter@gmail.com

Please submit stories and photos on or before the 15th of each month for entry into the following months
newsletter. When possible, send photos in a jpeg format and articles as a word document. Use pdf format
only when the other options are not available. Contact me for assistance or with questions.
Thank You
Tracey Buhl

