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April 1, 1993 the first local
reading of the local newspapers in
Ottertail County was broadcast
over the Radio Talking Book
Network.
April 29, 2013 they celebrated their 20th Anniversary at the Bethlehem Lutheran Church in Fergus Falls
where the broadcast studio is located. There were 50 in attendance with several
listeners of the broadcast, readers, lions members and the board of directors of
the program. The Mayor of Fergus Falls addressed the group as well as DG
Margaret Van Erp.
Stuart Holland of the Radio Talking book Network and the Communications Center in St. Paul gave a brief history of the program and stated that the
Fergus Falls program was the first of its kind in the state and since that time
several other areas in Minnesota, other states and even Canada have now
started reading their local newspapers over the Radio Talking Book network.
Today the Fergus Falls program reaches out 45 miles around Fergus Falls
and has about 250 listeners. There are approximately 60 readers and they read
6 nights a week Monday through Saturday except on Holiday’s. Along with the
Fergus Falls paper the area papers are read on scheduled nights. The other
newspapers that are read are from Pelican Rapids, Frazee, Perham, New York
Mills, Henning Battle Lake, Parkers Prairie and Elbow Lake.
The Lions Reading Program would like to thank those clubs which have
contributed financially and with readers for helping this very worthy project so
successful for 20 years. We also thank the area newspapers for donating the
papers to us for 20 years, without their help we would not have been able to
maintain the program as we have.
As of January 1, 2013 the group had logged 24,960 reader hours. This is
all done with 2 volunteers reading each
21st—8 a.m.to 9 a.m.‐‐‐Mark &
CALENDAR OF EVENTS
night and volunteering 2 hours each time
Debbie Mansell stopping at
JUNE
they are scheduled.
Blu on for Caramel rolls and
6th‐induct new member,
A special Thank you to the Otter
coﬀee (anyone from District is
at Leader
invited but would like a head
Tail Lions for the special fundraiser to
8th—Ronald McDonald ride at
count if you plan on a ending.)
underwrite the lunch that was served
Wolf Lake
25th—Induct new members and
and the City Café in Fergus Falls for
10th‐Install new oﬃcers/present
install new oﬃcers at Cass Lake
providing the lunch and cake, and to the
awards at Osage
July
12th—Induct new members and
8th—Install new oﬃcers/present Riverside Lions of Fergus Falls and the
install new oﬃcers at Pine River
Elizabeth Lions for being the Board of
an award for the Hewi Lions
14th‐16th‐Nana/Papa Camp
10th—Oﬃcially a PDG now
Directors.

17th‐DG visit and induct new
members at Longville (last club
visit)

Thanks for a wonderful year ‐‐‐
5M9 Lions
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I can’t believe this is the last newsle er I will write to all of you. We have had a busy month of May and June looks
like there will be many Lions fund raisers we should all consider a ending.
We finally got our visit to the Northland Remer Lions Club in. We had it scheduled for Feb—had a snow storm,
rescheduled it for March—another snow storm, rescheduled for April—O.K. what’s going on—another snow storm
so we rescheduled it for May. Then we had to reschedule it once more as they forgot that they always help with a
school banquet so FINALLY on May 15th we went to visit them. We had a wonderful evening with them and I
inducted three new members.
I will be going to O ertail Lions to induct 15 new members very soon. It would be great if our District 5M9 would
end this year with posi ve membership growth. Thanks to all of the clubs who have worked so hard at ge ng new
members.
We had a super great College of Leadership this year. We had 182 Lions a end the two sessions represen ng 51
clubs compared to 164 Lions last year represen ng 44 clubs. We had three Lions who a ended both sessions
besides the instructors who a ended both nights. I understand that some were upset because the Secretary
classes took longer than the rest. This will be looked into for another year. We may have to have them come at a
diﬀerent date and me so as to have enough class me to cover all of the material, especially for the new
secretary’s. Thanks to all of the instructors who did a great job, to the ones who made the light supper—it was
delicious and to all of the ones who helped set up and tear down at both sites. A big Thank you to Lion John Reed
who arranged for us to be able to use the St. Joseph Catholic Church School and to the Blu on Lions for the use of
the Blu on Community Center. We certainly appreciated everyone who helped us in any way.
I also want to THANK my District Governor Team of DGE Don Hendrickx and 1st VDGE Gloria Anderson for all of
their support and help this past year. The best thing Interna onal has done for each District was to implement the
District Governor Team. This way, as each one becomes the District Governor they are more prepared to step into
their new role ready to take over as they already know more about the opera on of the District. I also need to
Thank Lion Pat Hendrickx and PDG Ken Anderson for being there to help and give advice when asked for it. And last
but not least I need to Thank my Partner in Service, my right hand man, whenever I asked or needed help, my
loving husband of 49 years, Peter. He has been at my side ready to help whenever I have needed it and yet he has
let me be the District Governor. Thanks again Peter.
I will be holding my Mini Forum on Sunday October 13, 2013 at the Blu on Community Center. Social will start at
1:30 p.m. There will be refreshments when you come and a light supper before you leave. Hope to see many of you
there as I will have many awards to hand out to many deserving Lions.
DG Margaret Van Erp
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This will be my last ar cle as DGE Don,
because come July 10th, when we return
from Hamburg, Germany and the Interna‐
onal Conven on ‐ I will be your District
Governor ! I s ll can't believe how fast this
me came up.

The College of Leadership was a huge success at both Crosby and Blu on and we have heard many great com‐
ments about the food, the seminars and fellowship. 1st VDGE Gloria and I presented the class for the Zone Chairs
and were told they learned much as to what to do on the local level. We have an
enthusias c group of Zone Chairs that will be out promo ng the goals that I have for our district. Thank you to all
the presenters for giving their me and energy to educate the Lions.
Lion Pat and I just returned from the MD5M Mul ple Conven on in Rochester and were excited to break in our
blue jackets for the banquet. The highlight was being able to have a private lunch with the rest of my group (the 12
DGE's), our Partners in Service, CC Bruce and Lion Erin Beck, CCE David Dominick and the Interna onal First Vice
President Barry Palmer and his wife Anne. He spoke a lot on membership and reten on, which will be my theme as
District Governor. His goal is to increase membership world wide by 20% and to retain those members. As a
District, we can help him achieve that goal by holding membership drives and asking that one person you have been
thinking about to come and join the best service organiza on around. Congratula ons to Lion Bonnie Genin for
winning 1st place in the First Timers contest and to Lion Tracey Buhl for her Mul ple Award for her outstanding
District newsle er.
The Reading in Ac on con nues as does the tree plan ng program. In fact, by the year 2017, the goal is to have
planted 100 million trees around the world. As you can see, we can all get involved in these ongoing Lions goals:
 Increase membership
 Con nue to foster a love of reading among students
 Plant trees in your community
As I start my role as District Governor, please know that I am here to represent 5M9 and its members. If there are
any issues or concerns, you can always contact me to discuss them. I look forward to serving you.
NOTE: My first Cabinet mee ng will be held on Sunday, July 28th in Cass Lake.
Bis nachsten monat (German)
Un l next month;

DGE Don Hendrickx

CLUB REMINDERS
 Incoming DG Don’s 1st Cabinet Mee ng ‐ July 28, Cass Lake
 Outgoing DG Margaret’s Mini Forum on Sunday October 13, 2013 in Blu

on Community Center

 Send a check to District Treasurer Eldon Bergman to help restore our 5M9 Disaster Fund (more info on pg 4)
 Zone Fair for Zones 4, 5, & 6—August 13, 2013 at First English Church in Menahga
 Sebeka Redeye River Days—Sebeka Lions selling Burgers 6/15 at 4:30 and Pancakes 6/16 from 8‐noon.
 October 5th, Parkers Prairie Lions 50th Anniversary

Volume 16, Issue 12— JUNE 2013

Page 4

What’s Bakin’ in 5M9’s Kitchens

June and summer – are here now (at least June is for sure).
June means that, at the end of this month I will go from being 1st
VDGE to dropping the “E” and being 1st VDG. It also means that I
will be on DG Don’s team along with 2nd VDG Jay Norby and we
are ready, oﬀ and running, to lead this District. It will be a good
year of serving the Lions in District 5M9 and making our district
one of the best.
It was great seeing all the Lions a ending the two sessions of the recent College of Leadership. Both
evenings started with a light supper and then the classes began at 6 pm. There were many favorable comments
about the good food, excellent training presenters (learned a lot) and fellowship. The a endance this year was the
largest we have had for several years. But, some clubs had no one a ending and we need to encourage these Lions
members to come next year.
PDG Ken and I a ended the MD5M Conven on held at Rochester. We had one of our first training sessions
for this coming year as 1st Vice District Governor and then District Governor. It was good to renew friendships with
our fellow 1st VDGs and spouses and know we’ll all be spending much more me together these next two years. Of
course, we found many opportuni es for picture‐taking.
Congratula ons to Perham Lakes Lion Bonnie Genin as she worked very hard to get signatures and won the
First Timers Contest at this year’s Mul ple Conven on. By taking part in this contest, she met many Lions in our
Mul ple – and now has many new friends.
In reading again DG Margaret’s Goals and Objec ves for this year, there is one that caught my eye: “Each
club has an exit interview with dropped members and report to the DG Team.” Did you contact the member who
requested to drop and talk to him/her about the reason for dropping? It is important to find out the reason for
leaving the club so that the club can correct the problem that caused this member to drop and by doing that, retain
the membership.
PDG Ken and I thank all the Lions in our district for the support, encouragement and friendship you have
shown us this past year. The year went by fast and already we are thinking of the new Lions year star ng very
shortly. We look forward to the new challenges and seeing you at diﬀerent events this coming year. Remember, we
are here to serve you so if you have ques ons or concerns, don’t hesitate to ask.
Un l next month. . . . . . .
1st VDGE Gloria Anderson
Thought for the month:
“Cul vate the good will of your neighbor.”

ELIZABETH LIONS NEWEST MEMBER
Evie Beste as recently inducted into the Elizabeth Lions
Club by DG Margaret Van Erp while her sponsor, Lion
Henry Mar n looked on. The Elizabeth Lions are VERY
happy to have and new member and welcomed her
very enthusias cally.
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12‐13 Governor’s Team
L‐R: PDG Peter Van Erp, DG Margaret
Van Erp, DGE Don Hendrickx,
Lion Pat Hendrickx, VDGE Gloria
Anderson, & PDG Ken Anderson.
BELOW: L‐R: 1st Vice President Barry
Palmer from Australia, Lion Pat
Hendrickx & DGE Don Hendrickx
LEFT: Perham Lakes
Lion, Bonnie Genin
won the
1st Timers Award.
She will receive full
hospitality & 2
nights lodging at
next years Mul ple
conven on at
Jackpot Junc on in
Morton, MN.

BOTTOM LEFT: 5M9 Can‐Do‐Canines Co‐Chair, Bonnie Genin and
Sam showed oﬀ a li le “Lions Pride” at the conven on. Sam is
the owner of Can‐Do‐Canines Execu ve Director, Al Peters.
BELOW: The 5M9 Drill Team once again struts their stuﬀ for the
educa on and entertainment of any and all.
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June 21st—8:00 am
Bluffton Community Center
Lions Mark and Debbie Mansell will be stopping
for coffee and rolls on their way across 48 states in 24 days spreading awareness of the good
done by Leader Dog! They will be in Bluffton approximately 1 hour. They will be in
Little Falls by 10:00am and Wisconsin by evening. Lion Dick Kimball and DG Margaret Van Erp
will be selling pins for a $20 donation to Leader Dog. Everyone is invited to greet them on their
journey. If you are unable to attend you may send your $20 donation to Dick Kimball.

ABOVE: Twenty-six members from the Aitkin Lions and
Aitkin Riverboat Lions boarded an AEOA bus on Saturday,
April 13th, to head for Camp Ripley. Each year 18,000
troops from Minnesota, Norway, and Croatia train there, in
addition to the Department of Natural Resources and MN
Highway Department.

BELOW: Aitkin Riverboat Lions and Aitkin Lions observed
Arbor Day on Friday, April 26th, at Rippleside Elementary
School in Aitkin by giving each of the 4th graders trees.
They were shown how to plant and care for the trees.

SEBEKA LIONS AT REDEYE RIVER DAYS
Buy a BURGER Saturday, June 15
star ng at 4:30pm or a end the
PANCAKE BREAKFAST Sunday, June 16
from 8am—Noon.
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ABOVE: L‐R front: PDG Bill Wilson, Chris na Hujanen with the Red Cross,
DG Margaret Van Erp handing check to Terry Sluss with the Red Cross,
Lions Lee and Pa y Kicker of Blu on, Lion Shar Lus of Menahga.
L‐R back: District Treasurer PCC Eldon Bergman of Frazee,
Lions Joyce and Paul Ramsey of Wolf Lake, Lion Kim
Rasmussen of Menahga, and Menahga Mayor Pat Foss.
A en on All Lions of 5M9
I, DG Margaret Van Erp, along with several PDG’s recently
made the decision to donate $5000 to the American Red Cross for the
benefit of the vic ms of the Menahga/Park Rapids area wild fires. As
me was of the essence, each club could not be consulted individually.
We are now asking each club to please make a dona on to restore our
5M9 District Relief Fund. Checks should be made to District 5M9 with
Disaster Fund in the memo line. Please send dona ons to our District
Treasurer,
PCC Eldon Bergman,
50726 Wymer Lake Loop
Frazee, MN 56544
Thank You,
DG Margaret Van Erp

Governor’s Fishing Opener

The Park Rapids Lions helped with
the Governor’s Fishing Opener by
helping serve media on May 10th,
bussed tables for the community
picnic which served over 2,400
people and served up our famous
pancake breakfast Saturday A.M.
LEFT: L-R: Richard La Fountain,
Avery Billings, Jerry Novak, Zelda
Novak, Arlene Strei and Dale Strei.
ABOVE: L-R: Gary Mills, Dan
Paulson and Anita Bernick.
Not pictured: almost all the Park
Rapids Lions who outdid
themselves for the
Governor’s Fishing Opener.
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THE FINAL OUT
The Minnesota Lions All Star Baseball Tournament has gone up to bat for the final time. For 38
years, the partnership of the Minnesota Lions and the Minnesota High School Baseball Coaches has
showcased the best Minnesota high school baseball players and raised funds for eye research at the
University of Minnesota. The coaches group has decided to go a different route with corporate
sponsorship in place of the Lions organization providing volunteers, financial support, and off-field
management of the tournament. The tournament has raised in excess of $370,000 for the Lions Eye
Bank (Minnesota Lions Vision Foundation) over the years. The last 10 years the funds have been
directed to pediatric eye research at the University of Minnesota.
The tournament committee would like to thank all the clubs, volunteers, and members that have
worked to make a success of this project. The
number of players, families, coaches, and
school staff that have been introduced to the
Lions of Minnesota is counted in the thousands. The project has always been run as a
class project showing the Lions and
volunteerism in the best light. And we hope
this has been reflected in your communities.
Since the Vision Foundation has regularly
counted on the funds from the tournament to
schedule funding of different projects at the
Department of Ophthalmology, it is hoped that
if your club has budgeted for a yearly
contribution to the tournament that you will
forward that money to your District’s Vision
Foundation Director as a donation.
Again, thank you to all that have supported
and worked on this statewide Lions project.
Minnesota Lions All Star
Baseball CommitteeLion
Jerry McCauley
Bob Wharton

Lion Bill BardLion
Lion Tom Waldren
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5M9 Newsletter
What’s Bakin’ in
5M9’s Kitchens

This publication is of, by,
and for the Lions, Lioness,
& Leos of District 5M-9
District Governor
Margaret VanErp (Peter)
38214 610th Ave
Bluffton, MN 56518
H: 218-385-3446
petemarg@arvig.net
DGE
Don Hendrickx (Pat)
46590 Mosquito Lane
Perham, MN 56573
H: 218-346-5899
dutchmandon@arvig.net
1st VDGE
Gloria Anderson (Ken)
844 7th St SW
Wadena, MN 56482
H: 218-631-9005
Cabinet Secretary
Tambrey Kullhem
32538 470th St
Palisade, MN 56469
H: 218-845-2315
tmkullem@yahoo.com
District Treasurer
Eldon Bergman (Vi)
50726Wymer Lake Loop
Frazee, MN 56544
H: 218-334-5841
elviberg@arvig.net
Newsletter Editor/Diva
Tracey Buhl (Randy)
102 Parkview Drive
Vergas, MN 56587
H: 218-342-2492
5m9newsletter@gmail.com

PUBLIC RELATIONS TIP

A great way to make your club
and the Lions be er known in your community is to join forces with
another organiza on in your area to work on a common project. Is
there a project you can work on with another service organiza on,
another Lions Club, a fire department, a school organiza on, etc.?
You may be able to get a larger project done with even more volunteers. Always re‐
member to get your publicity out and run an ar cle a er the event, if possible.
Please submit stories and photos on or before the 15th of each month for entry into
the following months newsletter. When possible, send photos in a jpeg format and
articles as a word document. Use pdf format only when the other options are not
available. Contact me for assistance or with questions.
Thank You
Tracey Buhl

Governor’s Contest 2013‐2014
The purpose of the District Governor’s Contest is to encourage Clubs to
maintain their ac vi es and func ons at the highest level in support of
Lionism and its Objec ves. A yearly award is issued to one Club in each
zone that has earned the most points. Points are issued by repor ng to
Lions Interna onal and the District, the clubs par cipa on in all local,
district, and mul ple district ac vi es and programs. Every club is auto‐
ma cally a par cipant in the contest. The dura on of the contest, is
one year beginning July 1, 2013 and ending June 30th, 2014. The District
Governor’s Contest is meant to be fun and there are several ways to
earn points. Points are issued in the following categories: Member‐
ship, reports, Conven on A endance, Service, Dona ons, and Pro‐
grams. Only ac vi es reported on the 5M9 Monthly Ac vity Report
count. For those that submit the Ac vity report online, there is a link
on the district website that has ps on entering the informa on.
Points are earned in the following ways: IMPORTANT INFORMATION
ABOUT EARNING POINTS: Ac vi es must be reported on the 5M9
monthly Ac vity Report to count.
1. Membership:
a. New members 10 points and Induc on of those new
members, 20 points.
b. A loss of members results in losing 10 points per mem‐
ber lost.
c. Sponsoring a New Club, Branch, or Leos club, 200 points.
d. Hold a membership drive‐25 points
2. Reports: Copies must be mailed (email or regular mail) each
month to the District governor, 1st VDG, 2nd VDG, Zone Chairs
and Contest Chair. The monthly 5M9 MA will automa cally
go to the above persons, but none of the other reports do!
a. MMR – 10 points by the end of the month
b. 5M9 Ac vity Report – 10 points by the end of the month
c. LCI Interna onal Ac vity Report – 10 points by the end
of the month
d. Club Newsle er – 5 points
e. PU101 by April 15th – 50 points
f. Payment of semiannual dues: paid by 09‐01‐2013 and
02‐01‐2014 – 20 points each
3. Conven on A endance:
a. Mid‐Winter Conven on – 10 points each member.
b. First Timer at Mid‐Winter – 30 points each.
c. A endance at MD5M Conven on – 10 points.
d. A endance at the USA/Canada Forum or at the
Interna onal Conven on – 50 points.
e. A ending a neighboring district’ mid‐winter – 30 points
each visit
4. Community Service:
a. Each Service, ac vity or fund Raiser hour worked‐10
points
5. Dona ons: 10 Points each (District Projects to allow a level
playing field to all clubs).
a. LCIF
b. MN Lions Vision Founda on (formerly eye bank)
c. LEHP

d. Lions MD5M Hearing Founda on
e. Leader Dog
f. Can‐Do‐Canines
g. MN Lions Diabetes Founda on
h. Youth Outreach
i.
Youth Exchange
j.
Kamp KACE
k. Project New Hope
Other Dona ons will be 5 points per dona on (example Fire
Dept, Boys / Girls Scouts, School dona ons & etc.)
6. Mee ngs:
a. Club visita on assigned by Zone Chair (minimum of
4 members to call it an oﬃcial visit)—10 points per
member a ending.
b. Each member a ending zone mtg—10 pts
c. Bonus for each new member a ending their 1st
zone mtg. and extra 10 pts, must be recorded on
5M9 MA
d. Bonus, extra 10 pts for each Oﬃcer that a ends,
must be recorded on 5M9 MA
7. Programs: Regular & Lions: Lions Programs on ‘Lion Things’
at club mee ngs – 15 points. (Briefly tell about the program
and who presented it,)
a. LCIF
b. MN Vision Founda on
c. LEHP
d. MN Hearing Founda on
e. Leader Dog
f. Can‐Do‐Canines
g. MN Diabetes Founda on
h. Youth Outreach
i.
Youth Exchange
j.
Kamp KACE
k. Project New Hope
l.
Global Membership Team (membership or reten‐
on presenta on)
m. Global Leadership Team (orienta on or leadership
presenta on)
n. Communica ons Team of Technology, Public rela‐
ons and newsle er
o. Regular Programs: any program not listed under
‘Lion Things’. – 10 points.
8. Hos ng:
a. Cabinet Mee ngs – 25 points
b. Zone mee ng – 25 points
c. Mid‐Winter Conven on – 200 points
9. Youth Ac vity:
a. Mid‐winter poster – 10 points
b. Peace Poster – 20 points
c. Lions Quest Program – 50 points
d. Host a Youth for Youth Exchange – 75 points
e. Send a youth out for Youth Exchange – 40 points

Governor’s Contest 2013‐2014 con nued

The MMR, Interna onal ac vi es and 5M9 ac vity reports received a er the last day of the month will re‐
ceive ½ of the points otherwise would of received. Any me spent on Lions’ Projects, Service ac vi es, and
Program Speakers. Everything done for your Lions Club by your members receives points in the District Gov‐
ernors Contest.

HOWEVER, IF IT IS NOT LISTED ON YOUR 5M9 Monthly Ac vity Report you WILL NOT receive credit for any
hours. Proper recording insures credit for each hour dedicated to Lions. On the Ac vity report, the follow‐
ing guidelines should be followed.
Upcoming Ac vi es with dates & ac vity need to be listed. Example‐ March 8th‐ Pancake Breakfast‐Include
the ac vi es you will be doing for the next month or so. –
Completed Ac vi es – make sure the total hours spent on the ac vi es is included. Example, Monthly
mee ng 32 members 32 hours. Do not count hours already reported if a project or ac vity covers more than
one month include only the hours spent during the repor ng month. All completed ac vi es, Service hours
and ac vity hours, fund raisers will all count as 5 pts for each hour. Church work, unless done as a Lion (with
vest on) will not be counted.
Contribu ons – name and Dollar amount – List all dona ons even if there are no points awarded. Programs
– Mee ngs only – (Leader Dog, Diabetes, Boy Scouts, etc.) Note if you have new Member Orienta on so the
proper points will be awarded. All the work put in by individuals is vital to maintaining a successful club. The
District Governor’s contest is a way of monitoring the ac vity of each club and provides the club with a histo‐
ry of project and ac vity involvement that will prove to be invaluable in planning future events.
The District Governor’s Contest encourages Clubs to maintain their ac vi es and func ons at the highest
level in support of Lionism and its Objec ves. An award is given to one club in each zone who has earned the
most points. The points are earned by repor ng the clubs par cipa on in local, district and interna onal pro‐
grams and events. The contest makes it more fun to compete with other clubs while performing usual ac vi‐
es. Through it all, enjoy being Lions and remain ac ve in your community – Have Fun. It you need addi on‐
al informa on, contact Lion Margaret Van Erp at 218‐385‐3446 or e‐mail at petemarg@arvig.net. The District
Governor, VDG’s and their partners in service visits are NOT eligible for points, unless they go to an event rep‐
resen ng their club and not the Dist. The Cabinet members & Program Chairs visits are eligible for points.

