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Margaret VanErp
5M9 District Governor
Check out www.lionsof5m9.org and www.lionsmd5m.org

Dear Club and District Leaders,
As I dra this message, it occurs to me that we are now
at the mid‐point of my year as your interna onal presi‐
dent. It also means you are at the mid‐point of your year
as district governor or club president.
If you look at a glass of water filled to the mid‐point, do
you see a glass half‐full, or a glass half‐empty? The an‐
swer to that ques on could define how you spend the
rest of your year. Fortunately, Lions tend to be eternal
op mists, with no task too great to overcome. We see
the glass as half‐full. But we go further than that. We are
always striving to add more water.

demonstra ng how important they are to your club.
A er all, they are now LIONS! For club presidents, this is
also the perfect me to assess where your club stands on
reaching the achievement of the Club Excellence Award.
Are you on pace to the 2nd Pit Stop or do you need to
step on the accelerator pedal? Review the 2nd club and
district Pit Stop now before it ends in December.

Everywhere I go, I meet Lions who are proud of their ser‐
vice ‐ who humbly acknowledge the posi ve change they
are making in the lives of the underserved. And I am ex‐
tremely pleased and honored that Lions have embraced
the Reading Ac on Program (RAP). In just the first 5
months, more than 21,000 reading, literacy and educa‐
To date, we con nue to fill our clubs with new members.
on ac vi es have been reported. Through RAP, Lions
We have added 84,506 new members and 589 new clubs are implemen ng reading projects, increasing literacy
so far this year. Why is that important? We must be
rates and making educa onal material more accessible.
ready at all mes to answer the call of service. As we saw Ini ally the program was to be for one year as part of my
last month, disaster has its own meline. Hurricane
interna onal theme; however, due to the tremendous
Sandy struck the East Coast of the United States, devas‐ response by Lions the Interna onal Board of Directors
ta ng coastal regions. Lions in the aﬀected areas mobi‐
recently approved the extension of the program for at
lized within hours, providing immediate, and now long‐
least a decade. This will enable resources to be be er
term relief. And Lions throughout the world responded
directed, increase Lions capacity to serve and maximize
with dona ons to our LCIF disaster fund. Our growing
impact in the area of reading and literacy for many years
ranks of community minded members allows us to not
to come.
only respond to disasters, but also to respond to the eve‐
Lastly, please remember as you read this message we are
ryday needs of communi es throughout the world, as
in the midst of our 3rd Global Service Ac on Campaign ‐
only Lions can.
"Relieving The Hunger." Over a billion people worldwide
Members ‐ both current and new, is the focus of the 2nd face hunger on a daily basis. It is no longer a problem
Club and District Pit Stop. You should be reviewing the
only in developing na ons. There are people in every
"How Are Your Ra ngs?" survey and iden fying areas of na on that face food insecurity. Many children go to
improvement (and sharing the results with club members school hungry, which in turn aﬀects their ability to learn.
and district governors). This survey of members is not
We can help.
meant to be a pass/fail proposi on. Instead, it is an op‐
As we come to the end of our calendar year, and halfway
portunity to assess the needs of your members, and
through our Lions year, I am happy to report we have
make changes accordingly. The mark of a great leader is
accomplished a great deal. But there are s ll challenges
the ability to respond posi vely to construc ve cri cism.
and opportuni es ahead. Remember it isn't too late to
This is also a me to ensure members are well‐informed
qualify for the Club Excellence Award and District Gover‐
regarding club and district ac vi es, and encourage in‐
nor Team Excellence Award.
volvement. Involved members are happy members, and
So I leave you this month with one ques on ‐ is your glass
happy members are produc ve. It is par cularly im‐
portant to hold a compelling induc on ceremony for your half full or half empty?
new members. Get them started on the right track by
Sincerely,
Wayne A. Madden, IP

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
JANUARY 2013
4‐6— 5M9 Mid‐Winter Conven on
9—New York Mills visit
11‐13—5M5 & 5M1 Conven ons
14—Parkers Prairie Pride visit
16—Pillager Lions visit
18—Callaway Special Evening
18‐20—5M10 & 5M7 conven ons

19—Hewi Wild Game Feed
23—Hill City Lions visit
25‐27—5M4 Conven on
26—MN Lions Vis Founda on Mtg,
St Cloud
28—McGregor Charter night & visit
FEBRUARY
1‐3—5M8
7—Perham Lions visit
8‐10—5M11 & 5M2

11—Nisswa Lions visit
13—Pine River Lions visit
14—Dent Lions visit
15‐17—5M3
18—Northland Remer visit
20—Crosslake Lions visit
21—Underwood Lions/Lioness
22‐24—5M13
25—Lake Park Lions visit
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Gree ng, it’s hard to believe that half of our Lions year is
over. We have to look back and ask, have we accom‐
plished what we or our club set out to do this far into our
Lions year? Have we tried any new ideas or adventures
like—adding a new fund raiser project, doing just a fun
community project? Invite a friend, rela ve or neighbor
to come and be your guest at one of your Lions
mee ngs. Tell them all about what Lions do and then ask
them to join our great organiza on? Now, in the quiet
months ahead would be the perfect me to have a
membership evening. If you need any help contact our
GMT Team. That is what we have them for. You can
always give me a call, too.

What’s Bakin’ in 5M9’s Kitchens

Poster for next year.)
We will be oﬀering a printed Directory again for next
year. This Directory is for the exclusive use of the Lions
members of each District to be used solely for the pur‐
poses of communica on among one another within our
District and/or Mul ple and not to be used for a mailing
list to solicit money other than one of our projects. You
will hear more about the Directory at a later date.

Interna onal President Wayne Madden’s Global Service
Project for December and January is Relieve the Hunger
campaign month. Have you given anything to your local
food shelf? If not please consider doing so to help the
food shelves out. There has been a greater demand this
This is also a good me to review my goals for you as
year than any other year. Think of all the children as well
your District Governor.
as adults that go to bed hungry every night. January is
1. Each club adds 1 new member over their current
also Glaucoma Awareness month for Lions. When your
membership total.
club has an event be sure to do the eye screenings. Just
2. Each club has an exit interview with dropped mem‐
give PCC Eldon Bergman a call and he will make sure you
bers and report to DG Team
get the eye screening machines and train someone to be
3. Each Project Co‐Chair invites themselves, if not invit‐ able to do them. Another is the Diabe c screening. Give
ed, to at least four club mee ngs this year.
Lion Marge Johnson or Lion Bev Labraaten a call and they
4. 100% Support & Understanding of our 11 District
will get it set up for you too. These are only screenings
Lions Projects
but are a great community service for us Lions to do.
5. 90 % Club par cipa ons in online repor ng of
Both my partner in Service, First Man Peter, and myself
WMMR and Interna onal Ac vi es reports. (It’s not
have enjoyed visi ng many of our Lions Clubs already,
too late to start this month if you haven’t been doing with all of our great members and being able to Thank
them.)
them personally for all that each one of you are doing for
6. Have representa on from every club at zone
your community’s , our District and country. There are
mee ngs. (We s ll have the spring zone mee ngs so only a few clubs who have not scheduled their club visits
you can s ll exercise this)
yet and hopefully we can get that done real soon.
7. 100% club par cipa on to Oﬃcer training—(College
PDG Peter and I would like to wish all of you a Happy,
of Leadership in May of 2013)
8. Every club has their club elec ons and PU 101’s done Healthy, Joyful and Peace filled New Year. Remember to
hug all of your children, grandchildren and your spouse
by April 15th.
each and every day if you are so blessed to see them that
9. Increase midwinter a endance by 25 %. (Our
Mid‐Winter may be over when you read this so hope o en.
each club does a end.)
District Governor Margaret Van Erp
10. Increase Peace Poster Contest par cipa on by 20 %.
(This also is over but start thinking about the Peace
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Christmas 2012 is now a thing of the past
and soon all the decora ons will be put
away and hopefully not too many gi s re‐
turned. I hope that all your wishes and
Vice District Governor
dreams of a wonderful holiday came true
Donald Hendrickx
(and you got everything you asked for).
Now is the me to start ge ng your
slate of oﬃcers together for 2013‐2014. In
my club, the nomina ng commi ee contacts every member to see if there is an oﬃce that they would be interested
in taking. Some will say they don't want to be an oﬃcer, but at least you have given them the opportunity and they
feel part of the club. You never know, there may be a member who would like to be an oﬃcer, but has never been
asked. The PU101's need to be sent in by April 1, 2013 or you will be ge ng a call from me.
The College of Leadership will be held in 2013 on May 7th at Crosby and May 8th in Blu on. More informa on
will be available in next month's newsle er. For now, just mark these dates on your calendar.
January con nues to be the month for relieving the hunger in our world and communi es. In our world, it is hard
to believe that one in seven people goes to bed hungry every night. Con nue to support your local food shelf and if
your club does a project for hunger, remember to summit your report to your District newsle er and also on your
service ac vity report.
January is also an important month in Lions. Did you know that the founder of Lions, Melvin Jones, was born on
January 13th and that the week of January 13‐19 is LCIF week ? Can you imagine life without Lions ? I can't ! Lions
has opened so many opportuni es for Pat and I and we have made so many lifelong friends. Get involved in your
club and district by going to the Zone mee ngs, conven ons and College of Leadership. Be er yet ~ volunteer for an
oﬃce in your club or the cabinet and see where it will take you. Who knows, someday you may be running for
District Governor. Take it from me ‐‐‐ it could happen !
I want to thank you for all the support that you have given Pat and I and we wish for you a New Year blessed with
peace, joy and love.
1st VDG Don Hendrickx
"Gelukkig nieuwjaar (Happy New Year in Dutch)

CLUB REMINDERS


See you at our Mid‐Winter Conven on,
January 4‐6!!!



Prepare for club elec on of oﬃcers



File PU101’s by April 1



Plan for club oﬃcers (and any interested
members) to a end the May College of
Leadership



Share informa on on upcoming fundrais‐
ers with you Newsle er Editor to be
published for all to see!!!
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Happy New Year to you all!!
The start of this new year means we are also starting the
second half of the Lions year. It’s time to sit back and see if what
we planned to do is on the path to getting done. Club Presidents –
what about the goals you set for your year – are these goals close to
being accomplished? There is plenty of time left in this year to “get
“er done!’ Just takes some effort and we are all capable of putting
forth this effort.
Although it seems really early to think about it at this time but elections are looming over the horizon. Clubs,
get your nominating committee set up. Elections for your new slate of officers for the 2013-2014 year are coming
fast. These new officers need to be voted on by April 1, 2013 and reported to 1st Vice District Governor Don Hendrickx by April 15, 2013 – or you can send your report to DG Margaret and she will forward it to 1st VDG Don.
When asked to serve as an officer in your club, take some time to consider this opportunity – don’t immediately say
“No, not me.” It’s good to take on new challenges and there is a lot of help available for you if you just ask. Remember to ask each of your officer candidates before listing names on your ballots. Everyone likes to be asked – not just
assumed that they will do the job for another year. More than likely, the person asked will gladly do it but it’s always
best to check first.
By now most clubs have sent in donations to our Lions projects. Any amount donated is welcomed as together
we can do a lot and make a difference. If you have questions about any of the eleven projects we support, just ask our
District Governor Margaret. She can explain the purpose of each one and why we support each of these projects. This
is another excellent reason for each club to schedule Project Chairs for a program – you can hear what your donations
are doing and what great strides are being made in each program.
PDG Ken and I invite you to stop by the hospitality room at Mid-Winter and visit with us. Also, visit with 1st
VDG Don and Lion Pat Hendrickx and be sure to talk to ZC Jay Norby, our candidate for 2nd Vice District Governor
2013-2014 and PDG Linda Norby. Of course, 1st VDG Don is running for District Governor and I am on the ballot
for 1st Vice District Governor so we all want to see you. We ask for your support and vote at the convention. Another
hospitality room you will want to stop by is put on by the Ottertail and Battle Lake Lions Clubs. They will be our
hosts for 2014 Mid-Winter Convention.
I’m also looking forward to meeting with all the First Timers Friday night immediately after the Service of
Remembrance. It won’t be a very long meeting and then you can go to the hospitality rooms again and listen to the
Friday evening entertainment, AC Entertainment, by the pool.
So, in conclusion, looking forward to have you all visit with us at the Mid-Winter Convention 2013. Get to
know your candidates for 2013-2014.
2nd VDG Gloria Anderson
Thought for the month: “You can always find a helping hand; it’s attached to your arm.”
Vergas Lions IPP David
Antonsen (le ) & Pres
Judy Meyer (right)
presented Sheri Han‐
son a check for the
Vergas Area Food Shelf
to help people in need
this holiday season.
Right: DG Margaret
visited with Santa
Clause!!!!!
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Aitkin Riverboat Lion, Kathy Futhey, is shown
presen ng a check to Media Center Secretary,
Beth Gaulke. The money will be shared between
Rippleside Elementary School and the Palisade
Elementary School libraries to update book series
and single books that have been worn out from
reading. Schools’ budgets are limited and books
are expensive to replace.
Ms. Gaulke recently completed a grant to pur‐
chase a 2013 encyclopedia set that will include
the Olympics and elec on results. Proceeds from
the recent Scholas c book fair will go to purchas‐
ing new books that are ordered in the fall, winter,
and spring. Ms. Gaulke is also working on anoth‐
er program for high level readers to complement
the curriculum for 5th and 6th grades.
The Riverboat Lions held a bake sale to raise
funds for the “Reading Ac on Program” ins tuted
by the Lions Clubs President to encourage young
readers. This program is another example of how
Lions are involved in the Aitkin community at all
levels.

Top: Lions Bonnie Genin, Rosie Altstadt and
Sharon Neuerburg.
Bo om: Lions Marge Johnson, Sharon Neuerburg, Rosie
Altstadt, Alana Herrmann, and 1/2 of Bonnie Genin.

Consider a Facebook (FB) page for your club. People of all
ages use social media to communicate and Facebook is the
number one social media site. A page can be used by your
club members to keep up to date and share info. It can also
be a way of le ng others in your community know what's
going on with your club. Informa on on how to set up a FB
page is available at www.facebook.com.
Check out District 5M9 Lions on Facebook
(just search our name).
Remember to "Like" us by clicking the bu on on our page.
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Above Right: PDG Peter
VanErp, DG Margaret, Lion
Linda Arvidson and Lion
Marge Johnson doing
Diabetes Screening.
Le : Lion Len Johnson doing
Vision Screening.
Right: DG Margaret VanErp
with PP Pride President
Jacki Suchy.
Below: Lions Dale and Arlene Strei (center) pictured with
Lion Ken Kohler and DG Margaret VanErp were inducted into the
Park Rapids Lion Club.

Le : Lion Edrik Clarke
(27 years of Service) &
Lion Larry Fick (57 years of Service) were honored by club President
Zelda Novak and DG Margaret VanErp

LEFT: When Cass Lake Lion Gene Hasert fell from
his deer stand, he severely injured his foot, ankle,
and leg. As their home is down on the lakeside, the
club saw the opportunity to serve one of our own. The
ramp took 17 days and 521 hours– to construct Lion Gene loves it!

Page 9

5M9 Newsletter
What’s Bakin’ in
5M9’s Kitchens

Volume 16, Issue 7— JANUARY 2013

What’s Bakin’ in 5M9’s Kitchens

CLUB EXCELLENCE AWARD
We all strive for excellence in our lives in every‐
thing we do. In business, play, family, and life we are al‐
ways striving to achieve excellence!

The Club Excellence Award is something that be‐
longs to the strength of the Club, not an individual person in that Club. This is some‐
This publication is of, by, thing that EVERY Club in our District should strive to achieve. Clubs that excel in
and for the Lions, Lioness, community service, membership growth, communica on and organiza onal man‐
agement can qualify for this pres gious award. You, as a Leader in your Club, should
& Leos of District 5M-9
encourage members in your Club to start a tradi on to achieve this award each and
District Governor
every year.
Margaret VanErp (Peter)
38214 610th Ave
Bluffton, MN 56518
H: 218-385-3446
petemarg@arvig.net
1st Vice Dist Governor
Don Hendrickx (Pat)
46590 Mosquito Lane
Perham, MN 56573
H: 218-346-5899
hendelec@arvig.net
2nd Vice Dist Governor
Gloria Anderson (Ken)
844 7th St SW
Wadena, MN 56482
H: 218-631-9005
Cabinet Secretary
Tambrey Kullhem
32538 470th St
Palisade, MN 56469
H: 218-845-2315
tmkullem@yahoo.com

For more details and an applica on form, please stop by the Global Leader‐
ship Table at the Mid‐Winter Conven on. While there, you will also find other Lead‐
ership and Membership Materials including ideas for recrui ng New Members,
orienta on for New Members, Club Excellence Resources, as well as how we can
help give you Club Oﬃcer Training. Or, give me a call and I will send informa on out
to you!
Thanks for all you do! Go mo vate your Club to earn that CLUB EXCELLENCE
AWARD! Thanks for being who you are…….. YOU Do Make a Diﬀerence!!
PDG Jim Arvidson / GLT
Zone Chair Jay Norby presented some
awards at the Vergas Lions Christmas
Party. Top Let: Lion Eilert Helm received a
Cer ficate for his work as Co‐Chair of the
5M9 2012 Conven on.
Bo om Le : Lion Ross Smith is recog‐
nized for his years of service to the Lions.
Below: Lion Tracey Buhl received a pin for
her work as the District Newsle er
Editor/Diva. Love the sweater Jay. :‐)

District Treasurer
Eldon Bergman (Vi)
50726Wymer Lake Loop
Frazee, MN 56544
H: 218-334-5841
elviberg@arvig.net
Newsletter Editor/Diva
Tracey Buhl (Randy)
102 Parkview Drive
Vergas, MN 56587
H: 218-342-2492
5m9newsletter@gmail.com

Please submit stories and photos on or before the 15th of each month for entry into
the following months newsletter. When possible, send photos in a jpeg format and
articles as a word document. Use pdf format only when the other options are not
available. Contact me for assistance or with questions.
Thank You,
Tracey Buhl, Newsletter Editor / Diva

