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Facing our Challenges
I want to start out by thanking all my Lions family for allowing me to be your District
Governor for 2020/2021.
But I could not of done it without the help of so many of you. I will not name you all you
know who you are. Because of the help you all gave to Terri and I. You all have made our
district second to none. You have stepped up at a time when others needed you the most.
Learned new and at first uncomfortable ways to keep in touch with each other. We have
learned that sometimes it is safer and more efficient to hold meetings on the internet. It will
never take the place of a in person meetings but it does keep us working towards the same
goal. To serve.
It was shown how everyone was ready to get together at our District Convention March 13 th.
With a lot of hard work by Lions in our district we were able to hold a fun convention safely.
Special thanks to Lion Bert Nelson for making all the arrangements with Craguns Resort.

If you ask the 97 out of 100 that were allowed to attend I think they would tell all of the
Awesome messages on Kindness Matters that PID A.P. Singh delivered to us. He says
Kindness Matters is a statement. Means we all are friendly, generous, considerate to others.
That we all have the right to our own opinion but be respectful of others opinions. About
how lucky we all are to be born where we have so many opportunities. Reminded us that the
whole world is part of our family so if you see your family needs you to help with some
type of service do what you can do. LCIF is a great place to start. We all are all so lucky to
have our Lions family to support us.
Please look at the opportunities that you have to help our district and our district to help you.
Hopefully by the time you read this my wife Terri and I will be back home. Thank you for all
the cards and letters . They help us get through a hard and lonely time away from family and
friends. We will still have to be careful but I hope to start making it to club visits again. So
let's all go out and be kind to someone because it is what we should all do. Then watch it
catch on.
Kindness Matters, DG Lion Les Swift
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Hello 5m9 Lions
Keep Terri and Les in your prayers; they are still in Rochester for Terri treatment. Please
help our district and show our support and how we can Help Les and Terri during this time.
Thanks to everyone who attended the Mid-Winter Convention. Hope we all have fun at the
one day convention. It was great to hear what PID A.P. Singh has to say Kindness Matters if
you want to hear his speech it's on 5m9 facebook page. Thanks Lion Jim Johansen for his
presentation on Diabetes and PCC Lion Bert Nelson and PID Bruce Beck on LCIF. It was
great learning new and exciting things during our convention.
Now that spring is here it's time to get the club back meeting again save with social distasting. I have been doing some club visits for DG Les It has been great listening to your
clubs. Learn what we need to do in our district to make our club stronger.
1st VDGE Scott and myself DGE Jamie will fill in for the district when DG Les is in
Rochester. Please contact us if you need anything for your club and district.
With our Nami pilot zone 3 with the four focus areas we have done surveys to see what
the zone needs and don’ts. Getting new Goals to help the grow in membership and service. So
far we have a growth in membership in zone three and with spring and summer coming they
should grow more with service to get more membership in the community.
In the next few months I will be talking more about service and membership with our
new NAMI (North America Membership Initiative).
Here is my new Email address
lionjamie5m9@gmail.com and Cell number 218-639-9306 leave a message
I will get back to you as soon as I can.
I am willing to help the best way I can. As Lions We Serve
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Well April is finally here, and the trees are starting to bud, and
the snow is losing it’s battle with the heat! Lions are getting
restless wanting to get out and serve their communities! The
5M9 new member sponsor contest is still going until the end of
June for your chance to win a convention book for one of the
next two conventions. Now is the perfect time to call those
members who dropped over the winter and get them back to join
in the fun and get back serving as us Lion’s Love to do!
It was a tough campaign up to the Mid-Winter convention, but I
pursivered and was elected as your next 1st Vice District
Governor. Congratulations to Jamie Huttunen for being elected
our next District Governor and welcome Richard Hanson as our
newly elected 2nd Vice District Governor, Congratulations!!!
“REMINDER” you have already started getting emails from
the district through the new mailerlite program and it is
working as we had hoped! Please check your spam incase
it was re-directed there. If you are not getting them,
please let your club secretary know your email address so
you can get informed and be a part of this great district.
This is a protected site, and our district would never sell
your information to anyone.
“KINDNESS MATTERS” to everyone!

MAKING A CONNECTION!
Go on An Adventure
Visit another Club, Go to a Zone Meeting

SCOTT ROLFE
1st Vice District Governor Elect, 5M9

Do an Activity Together
Sponsor a District Meeting or Training
Have a Membership Drive
Sponsor a New Member

CONTACT
PHONE:
218-232-7241
EMAIL:
Bigskipper61@yahoo.com
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Keep Everyone Involved
Be a Leader.
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NOTICE
Your District Governor Team and your GAT Team has
developed a way for all Lions in District 5M9 a way for you
to be informed of everything going on in the district.

You will start receiving emails from “District 5M9 Lions”
This is a secure domain, and we hope you take advantage of
this great new tool.
We will be sending out Training dates, District and Zone
Meetings, Special event invites and more. We will limit the
use of this new tool as to not overwhelm you all with
unrelated information!
PLEASE FEEL FREE TO GIVE US FEEDBACK
AT DISTRICT5M9@LIONSOF5M9.ORG

Registration is closed

There will be no walk-in registration for this convention.
.
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4 Types of Personalities of Leaders Need in their Inner Circle
‘

THE COLLABORATOR’
This is someone who’s going to help you expand your idea and improve
your delivery. They’re not going to agree with everything you say, but all
feedback is going to feel productive. When you’re with a collaborator, you
feel like you’re in a musical jam session—riffing off each other and lifting
your concept to a better place.
‘THE COACH’
While your collaborator will help you figure out if your idea is right for the
world, your coach will help you understand if an idea is right
for you. Remember, just because an idea is a good fit for the market
doesn’t mean it’s a good fit for you. My wife, Leena, is my coach.
‘THE CHEERLEADER’
This isn’t the person who’s going to give you critical feedback, but rather
the person who’s going to make you feel confident before you get in the
room. Hockey players will warm up their goalie up before a game with
practice shots that are easy to block. The goal, in those final minutes, is to
build the goalie’s assurance, not his skill.
Your cheerleader can be anyone—a friend, a coworker, a spouse, or a
parent
THE CHEDDAR’
The fourth “C” is the most pivotal role in your circle. Your “Cheddar” is the
person who will deliberately poke holes in your ideas, sometimes in a way
that is deeply unsettling.
This is what Cheddars do best. They ask the tough questions so that
we’re not hearing them for the first time from a backer.
Most of us tend to steer clear of the Cheddars in our life. We run away
from people who can be the most critical of our ideas. But these are the
people who get us best prepared, because backers are a lot like Cheddar.
Their job is to find your blind spots. By playing exhibition matches with
their Cheddars, people primed for growth discover the hidden problems
with their own ideas. In the words of billionaire investor Charlie Munger,
“knowing what you don’t know is more useful than being brilliant.”
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5M9 Mid-Winter Awards!

Art Schmidt received the
International Presidents medal from
PID Bruce Beck

Sheri Greenwaldt and Vern Greenwaldt
received International certificates of
appreciation

PDG Jay Norby is the 5M9’s
Hall of Fame recipient

IPDG Sandy Remington received a Fast Track award
for the new Jenkins Club
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5M9 Mid-Winter Awards!
Past International Director Bruce
Beck5M9 Outstanding Club
President award was received by
Kathe Pisek

Next year's 5M9 Leadership Team.
DGE Jamie Huttunen, 1st VDGE Scott Rolfe, and 2nd VDGE Richard Hanson
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5M9 Mid-Winter Awards!
IPDG Sandy Remington—Fast Start Award
DG Les and IPDG Sandy Remington—Presidential Leadership Certificate and Medal
International President Certificate of Appreciation—Lions Sheri Greenwaldt, Vernon Greenwaldt and Denny
Ganz
President Leadership Medal—Lion Diann Bates
International Presidential Medal—Lion Art Schmidt
PDG Jay Norby—Lion Statue from DG Les Swift for being the NANI leader, Zone Chair Advisor and for
his Leadership
Past ID Bruce Beck Award for 2018-2019—Lion Cathe Picek –Garrison Bay Lake Lions
There were 8 entries in the 5M9 Youth Outreach Poster Contest and they are as follows:
1st place - $100 - Kami Hoemberg - Parkers Prairie Pride of Lions
2nd place - $75 - Elora Wagner - Parkers Prairie Lions
3rd place - $50 - Noah Steinle - New York Mills Lions
The remaining 5 participants received $25 Amazon gift cards

The Scholarship award winners were:
Megan Dreger-Parkers Prairie,
Bradley Graham-Park Rapids,
Garrett Hamblin-Park Rapids,
Julia Johnson-Park Rapids,
Delaney Matejka-Frazee,
Abby Miska-Menagha,
Johannah Orbeck-McGregor.
Project New Hope winners were
Red—Baxter, Brainerd, Emily Outing 50 Lakes Area, Hackensack,Hewitt, Laporte Benedict, Nisswa, and
Vergas
Blue—Cass Lake, Riverside Fergus Falls
Gold—Guthrie Nary
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Lions at Work!
Brainerd LEOs and
ROARS Ser vice Bag last
month had material for each
family to make a fleece tie
blanket together
All the blankets made will be
donated to Ally’s Wings, an
organization that makes care
packages for kids with cancer. These blankets will be so
wonderful for a child to snuggle up with.

"Pillager Lions'

r ecent donation to
the Pillager Food Shelf. L to
R: Lion
Treasurer Cathy Johnson, Lion President
John Driscoll, Pillager Food Shelf Director
Michele Spar, Pillager Family
Council Director Betty Doss."

Help save lives on April 7, 2021, at Emily City Hall
Blood donors can use RapidPass to save time
The Emily, Outing, 50 Lakes Lions and the Red Cross are inviting area donors to take the time to donate blood
on April 7th, 2021 from 12:00 to 6:00 at Emily City Hall to help save lives. At these crucial times, blood donations are in need!
Blood donors can help save lives in less time by using the Red Cross RapidPass® online health history system.
RapidPass streamlines the donation experience by allowing donors to complete pre-donation reading and
health history questions online on the day of the blood drive from the convenience of a computer or mobile
device.
To get a RapidPass®, donors should visit redcrossblood.org/rapidpass or use the Red Cross Blood Donor App
to complete all the questions, then print their RapidPass® or show it on a mobile device when they come to donate.
To make an appointment, please call Nancy or Kathy or visit RedCrossBlood.org, call 1-800-RED CROSS (1800-733-2767) or enable the Blood Donor Skill on any Alexa Echo device.
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Deer Creek Lions celebr ated Helmer
Grewe’s 100th birthday on March 17th. Helmer
has been a member since the formation of the
Club in 1973. (48 years) Helmer has been collecting pop tabs for the club; Lion Bernie St
Peter made the sign for Helmer. Thank you for
all you do. Keep up the super work. Lion
Dave Kahl
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Verndale
Lions
Breakfast
April 3rd, 2021, 8:00 –
11:00am
Verndale Community
Center
Free Will Donation

Easter Coloring
Contest Prizes
Preschool- K: 1st place- bike, 2nd
and 3rd place-cash
1st-2nd grade: 1st place-bike, 2nd and
3rd place-cash
3rd-4th grade: 1st place-bike, 2nd and
3rd place-cash
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5M9 Youth Outreach Poster Contest Winners

1st – Kami Hoemberg –
Sponsored by Parkers
Prairie Pride Lions

3rd – Noah Steinle – sponsored by
New York Mills Lions

2nd – Elora Wagner – Sponsored by
Parkers Prairie Lions

Zone 8 Meeting
April 18 at 530 social at Rothsay lions hosting at Rothsay community
.

Diann Bates

Zone 6 Chair
Zone 7 Chair

Mike Kern
Dennis Breitzman

Zone 3 Chair

Donna Leagjeld

Zone 8 Chair

Ginny Paulson

Zone 4 Chair

Sue Olson

Zone 9 Chair

Connie Krusemark

Zone 5 Chair

Les and Diane
Brietling

Zone Chair
Advisor

Jay Norby

Zone 1 Chair
Zone 2 Chair
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Peace Poster contest winners

1st Place – Lauryn Schmid –
Sponsored by Frazee Lions

2nd Place – Shyanne Hanson –
Sponsored by
Parkers Prairie Lions

3rd Place – Alexis Thoma –
Sponsored by Fergus Falls Lions
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Lions
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2021 Montreal Lions Clubs
International Convention
will be a virtual event
Due to the continuing concerns about the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic, the board of directors voted
to transition the 2021 Montreal Lions Clubs International Convention to a virtual event that will be delivered totally online. This decision was made with the health and safety of our Lions, staff and vendors in
mind as limiting international travel and large gatherings is key to global containment strategies.
Although we are disappointed that we won’t be able to host this event in person, we are excited about hosting our first virtual international convention that can safely connect Lions from around the world. We are
still finalizing the details of your new convention experience, and will share those with you as soon as they
are ready.
Here are some important details about the 2021 virtual convention we’d like to share with you:
· Everyone’s invited – Our 2021 convention will be a virtual event that’s open to all Lions and Leos around the world.
·

· Registration fees – The registration fee will be US$50 until March 31, then US$75 beginning April 1.
The registration fee for Leos will be US$30 regardless of date. Convention is currently scheduled for June
25-29. Additional event and registration details will be provided soon.
·

· Current registrants – Lions who are currently registered for convention will receive an email soon with
more information about their registration options.
·

· Elections – Executive officer and international director elections will be conducted electronically, and voting procedures will be forthcoming.
·

· Convention updates – Check our convention website LCICon for convention updates and details as they
become available.
This global health pandemic has forced us all to make decisions and changes that place health and safety
first. However, we are optimistic that with each new day there is hope, and as Lions, we continue to find
new ways to stay connected, safely serve our communities and continue our global mission of service.
We appreciate your understanding during this challenging time for our organization and the world, and
thank you for your incredible service as a Lion.
Regards,
Dr. Jung-Yul Choi
International President
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MD5M REGIONAL LIONS’ LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE
PARTICIPANT APPLICATION FORM
MUST BE SUBMITTED to your DISTRICT GOVERNOR no later than August 31st 2021
NAME: ________________________________________

DATE JOINED LIONS: _____________

ADDRESS: __________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
E-Mail ADDRESS: _________________________________

TELEPHONE NO: ________________

CLUB NAME: _____________________________________ MEMBER NUMBER: _____________
CURRENT OFFICE HELD: ____________________________________________________________
OTHER OFFICES HELD: ______________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
WHY DO YOU WISH TO ATTEND THE MD5M REGIONAL LIONS’ LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE?

Use the back of this document or add another page if you require more space.
APPLICATION MUST BE SIGNED BY THE FOLLOWING:
APPLICANT: _________________________________________________

DATE: _____________

CLUB PRESIDENT OR ZONE CHAIR: __________________________________ DATE: _________
NOTE: If you are selected to attend the Leadership Institute. your District Governor will require a check
for $150.00 before your registration can be forwarded to MD5M. Your District Governor must send the
registration and check to MD5M Executive Secretary Cindy Walters by September 30th, 2021.
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HELP BUILD UP A FUND FOR AFFORDABLE HEARING AID
BY DONATING USED HEARING AIDS!
Most clubs and communities don’t realize that it isn’t just glasses that can be donated to
Lions, but also HEARING AIDS. These are then sent to a place that refurbishes them as
needed and make them available at a lower cost. PLEASE LET YOUR COMMUNITIES
KNOW ABOUT THIS! Your contribution of used hearing aids makes a significant
difference in the lives of those who would simply slip through the cracks.
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District 5M9 Secretary & Zone Chair Training
Bluffton Community Center
Bluffton, MN
May 15th, 2021
11:30 am to 4:30 pm
Secretary Training – PDG Margaret Van Erp
ZC Training – PCC Bert Nelson
Meal at 11:30 am to 12:30 pm
Meeting 12:30 pm to 4:30 pm
Coffee and snacks at break
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Updated!

2021 MD5M Convention
District 5M2 would like to invite you to the 2021 MD5M convention “Bend in the River III - Join the
Jamboree” in Mankato, MN, May 1, 2021. At this time, our committee is planning a virtual convention
to give all members the opportunity to join us for the weekend.
Registration will be free. Stay tuned for additional information for all via the MD5M
website/conventions. A more in-depth letter will be emailed to all clubs in MD5M by the end of
February.
Changes to accommodate an all-virtual convention have been made to the raffle room/silent auction,
which is co-hosted by the MN Lions Childhood Cancer Foundation and the MN Lions Diabetes
Foundation, to the Service of Remembrance, to /credentials and voting and to the annual Foundation
meetings for Diabetes, Hearing and Vision.
At this time, we are still planning several great speakers, who will be available online for viewing at your
leisure - Dr. Lucie Turcotte from Masonic Hospital on Children’s cancer; Dr. Joshua Hou – Medical
Director, Lions Gift of Sight and Dr. Bevan Yueh from MN Lions Hearing Foundation. Our scheduled
International guest is Past International President Frank Moore. Frank was President in 2001-02 and has
been our current LCI Executive Administrator and Secretary in Oakbrook for numerous years.
As plans change to accommodate a virtual convention, continue to watch for additional information in
the next weeks and months via emails to your club secretaries, your district newsletters and via the
multiple district website.
If you have ever wondered what happens during a Multiple District Convention, 2021 is the year to
check it out – no travel or hotel costs needed and no registration costs! District 5M-2 hopes you will
Join Us for the Jamboree at the Bend in the River lll – MD5M 2021 Convention!
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5M9 District Governor Les Swift

Club Visit Form
Club Name
Club Location
Address
Dates for Club Visit:1st Choice
2nd Choice

Time Club Meeting Begins:

_______________

When does your Social Hour Start? _______________
Do you have a Board of Directors Meeting? Yes
No
Would you like the DG to attend your Board of Directors Meeting? Yes
Are there other Lions, or Leo Clubs involved for the DG visit? Yes
No
Please list other Clubs

No

Will you have Meal?
Yes
No
Lion, or Leo, requesting the Governor's visit:
Club contact telephone #

Email address

Will the Governor be expected to install officers:
Yes No
If yes, please send names of new officers. If inducting new members, please have the LCI New Member Kit with
Pin and signed Certificate.
Will the Governor be expected to give out awards to club members:
Yes No
If yes, please send information stating the awards and the names of those receiving the awards. Please have
awards, certificates, pins, or changes in installation or inductee ceremony available when I arrive for the
Governor's visit.I am looking forward to coming to visit with your club!!
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Please mail to:

District Governor Les Swift, 11889 57th Ave .SW,
Pillager, MN. 56473,

NEW Email

swiftleslie67@gmail.com

How to submit an article

5M9 Service Journal

Please submit material for these sections. by the 15th of each
month for the following months newsletter.
I would like to publish your most recent community service
and your upcoming fundraisers, in which Lions from other
clubs could, perhaps, participate.
Submit pictures, flyers or text. In photos please put names of
who is in it. When possible, send photos in jpeg format and
articles as a word document. Use of pdf is also acceptable.
Contact me for assistance or with questions
Submit to: 5m9newsletter@gmail.com
Sue Stebbins editor

DISTRICT GOVERNOR LES’S CALENDAR
DGE Jamie Huttunan or
VDGE Scott Rolfe will substitute for DG Les
April 1 Backus
April 12 Baxter
April 13 Palisade
April 18 Zone 8 mtg, Rothsay
April 19 Park Rapids
April 26 Ottertail
May 1 MD5M convention Zoom
May 2 Council of Governors
May 6 Leader
May 7 Pillager
May 11 Garrison
May 15 College of Leadership Zone chair/secretary Bluffton
May 16 College of Leadership Ideal fire Department
May 24 Emily Outing, 50 Lakes
May 27 Parkers Prairie

This publication is of, by, and for the
Lions, Lioness, & Leos of District 5M-9
District Governor
Les Swift (Terri)
11889 57th Ave SW
Pillager, MN 56473
H 218-746-3946
C: 218-839-2184
swiftleslie67@gmail.com
Vice District Governor
Jamie Huttunan (Yvonne)
61431 403rd St.
Wadena, MN 56482
C: 218-639-9306
lionjamie5m9@gmail.com
2nd Vice District Governor
Scott Rolfe (Veronica)
6392 State Hwy 84
Longville, MN 56655
Yvonne
C: 218-232-7241
Bigskipper61@yahoo.com
Cabinet Secretary
Margaret Van Erp (Peter)
201 W. Summit St. #8
Battle Lake, MN 56515
H: 218-862-8400
C: 218-639-5040
petemarg@arvig.net
District Treasurer
Dennis Ganz (Shelly)
5079 County 40 NW
Hackensack, MN 56452
H: 218-675-5404
C: 218-244-4232
dsganz@tds.net
Newsletter Editor
Sue Stebbins (Dick)
26390 Glen Drive
Garrison, MN 56450
R: 320-692-4373
C: 218-851-2510
5m9newsletter@gmail.com

